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Modern AkIANS Unmark d. 
eee eee 
SECTION 1. m_— 

The Importance of the Hubjeck. 


Al GREAT Number of Men 
among us, Which is very ſur- 
J prizing, ſpeak of the Contro- 
Wal verſy. between. the Believers, 
|. of Chriſt's Deity, and their 
Adverſaries, as a Matter of 
no great Concernment. It is only, ſay 
they, a Difference of Opinion about a Sub- 
je& that is difficult to be underſtood; that. 
there are Men of Learning and Probity on 
either ſide of the Queſtion, and therefore 
they conclude that uch Men ſhould live 
peaceabiy; together, and maintain Charity 
\ and; Friendſhip, with one another. Hence 
they are not afraid to cenſure thoſe that 
Nom e engage 
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engage in this Diſpute, and ſtrenuouſſy 

conzend-tor the Chriſtian Faith, as turbu- 
e ald injudicious Perfans, who lay too 


Now to diſabuſe theſe Gentlemen, 1 
willi et before chem the Weight and Im 
portance of this Controverſy. It is a Con- 
troverſy that nearly affects Salvation, and 
concerns. the very Being of Chriſtianity, 
ſince the Objects which the Orthodox and 
their Adverſaries worſhip, are eſſentially 
different. The Object which the Orthodox 
Worſhip, is one who never had Peginning 3 
that which the Disbelievers of Chriſt's. 
Deity. worſhip, had a Beginning; the one 
exiſts neceflatily, the other does not exiſt 
neceſſarily : one, in the Opinion of the 
Worthipper, is equal with the Father, God 
moſt Sh, in Knowledge, Power, and 
6 


Glory: the other, in the Worſhipper's Judg- 
cha" not all with God math Wig, | 
Knowledge, Power, and Glory. : 

Now the plain'Confequence of this Dif- 
ference about the very Object of Worſhip, 
is, that, the "Believers of Chriſt's Divinity 
muſt be condemn'd by their Adverfaries, 
they are true to their Principles, as guil- 
ty of Idolatry for paying Divine Worſhip to 
one, who, in their Opinion, is not God 
moſt High, Infinite, Eternal, and of him- 
felf Omanifcient, Which T have ſhewn in a 
former Writing on this Subject, and ſhall 
9 S 1 * | 83 more 


Maden Amans Madl. 5 
more evidently evince in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe. It will then follow, that the 
Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity muſt be Ido. 
laters likewiſe, by continuing in conſtant 
_ Communion with our Churches, which in 
their Judgment, if they follow their own 
Doctrine, are guilty of that Impiety; and 
on the other hand, the Orthodox, or Ca- 
tholicks, muſt look on them as Idolaters, 
for paying Divine Honours to one who is 
not God moſt High. Since therefore Con- 
troverſies become, and are denominated 
great and important, from the Greatneſs 
and Importance of their Subject; and 
fince here the Object of Divine Worthip is 

the Point in Debate, this Diſpute muſt: be 

of the higheſt Nature, and next to that 
about the Foundation of all Religion, the 
Exiſtence of God; and muſt be allow'd 

to be the moſt material that can ariſe 
about the Chriſtian 8qh eme. 
It ſhould be here conſider'd, that we 
look upon our Controverſy with the Pa- 
— — ee we ſepa rated, to be of 

the greateſt Conſequence yet upon the 
Compariſon, will — that our Diffe- 
rence from the Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
Deity, is at leaſt as wide and conſiderable. 
The Papiſts ha ve ſtill continued firm in cht 
Belief of the Sacred Triniey, and indeed 

of all the other Articles of our Creed, .rho 
they have added many more Docttines to 

them, Which are falſe and intolerable; 

* par- 
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6 Adern ARlANS unmdskd. 
particularly that of Tranſubſtantiation; for 
which our pious Reformers, to their im- 
mortal Honour, renounced the Communi- 
on of that Church. 98 
It is clear as Noon- day, that the Disbe- 
8 lievers of Chriſſ's Deity maintain Opinions 
| no: leſs abſurd in Religion, nor leſs incon- 
ſiſtent with Scriptural Revelation, than the 
Doctrines of the Papiſts; that not only 
ſhake, but lay the Ax to the Root of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution: Our illuſtrious Re- 
formers did not beſpeak one another in the 
Language of many of theſe Times, in re- 
ſpe& of the Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity: 
They did not ſay, Gentlemen, we are a- 
fraid we are too warm in this Diſpute with 
the Church of Rome, and are carrying 
Things too far; we ſhould keep ourſelves 
in temper, think charitably of our Neigh- 
bours, treat them with Moderation and 
| Benevolence, and put the beſt Interpreta- 
tion upon their Expreſſions; They are ma- 


rr, , e , ̃ Irmo oy Ry o—_ 


 / ny of them Men of Learning, Candour, 
| and Regularity of Life; and ſhould you go 
| on with ſuch Violence, Things between us 
| may come to an open Rupture, and a great 
) Schiſm may divide the Church, to the Of- 
fence of many worthy Perſons, and the 
reat Detriment of the Chriſtian Religion. 
| No, contrary to the Rules of worldly Fo- 
licy, Prudence, and of Charity and Mode- 
ration falſely ſo call'd, with a true Chri- 


ſtian Spirit, and undaunted Fortitude, they 
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Modern Ar1ans unmask'd. 
_ gloriouſly aſſerted the Doctrines of Chriſt, 
and withdrew from the Pollutions of Rome. 
It is true, the People are not ſo much 
alarm'd at the Growth of Ariauiſin, as 
they are apt to be at the Growth of Popery, 
becauſe they do not lock upon it as ſo ma- 
lignant an e a Doctrine. The 
Arian Controverſy has been ſunk, and laid 
alleep many hundred Vears; and their cruel 
Perſecution of the Orthodox being of ſuck 
ancient Date, and having been executed 
in diſtant Countries, cannot make ſuch 
ſtrong Impreſſions on the People, as are 
cauſed by the Errors of the Papiſts, which 
have been conſtantly writ and preach'd 
againſt, and by their Violence and religi- 
ous Barbarities, which ſo lately rag'd in 
this Country. If the 4rians had been as 
lately in Power and Poſſeſſion of this King. 
dom, as the Papiſts were, and had the 
Nation, upon a juſt Abhorrence of theit 
Principles, ſeparated from them as we did 
from the Church of Rome; and had as ma- 
ny vehement Diſcourſes come from the 
Pulpit and the Preſs againſt them, had 
there been ſo many ſolemn Days appointed 
to keep up the Peoples Averſion ro them, 
on account of their Cruelty; had there 
been chain'd in all our Churches Books 
of Martyrs that ſuffer'd by the Malice 
and Violence of the Arians, as there 
ſtill are of | thoſe, that were :deſtroy'd by 
the Papiſts; and were the People as well 
<1 | | - AC- 
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acquainted with the bloody Perſecutione 
of the firſt; as to talk familiarly of their 


Deſtruction of innocent Per ſons, as they 
do of the Deſolations made by the laſt, 


they would expreſs the ſame Deteſtation of 
the one, as they do of the other: But 
now, while the Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
Deity live in religious Communion with 
the Orthodox, join with them in divine 


Service, and receive together the holy Sa- 


erament of the Lord's Supper; while they 
mingle with them in Buſineſs, Diverſions, 


and familiar Converſation, and appear in- 


offenſive Perſons, and altogether ſuch as 
themſelves : they cannot conceive theſe Men 
can be ſo bad as the Papiſts, tho, in Reality, 
their Opinions are more oppolite to thoſe 
of the Orthodox Proteſtants, than are thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, which ſtedfaſtiy 
adheres to the Catholick Doctrine of the 
Holy Teinity. * ff. * 
And further to ſhew of how great Con- 

ſequence this Controverſy is; the Reader 
ſhould be inform'd, that the Catholick Be- 
liever of Chriſt's Deiry muſt be compell'd 
by his Principles, to pronounce his Adver- 
fary [guilty of Idolatry; and that for this 
Reaſon, becauſe, by worſhipping one Su- 
preme, and one or more Inferiour Gods, his 


_ Crime muſt be the ſame with that of the 


ancient Heathens, who were condemn'd as I- 
dolaters, for paying divine Adoration to ma- 
s and one ſupreme,which | 


— 
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is aſſerted | and proved by Biſhop Srilling- 


\ Fleet, and a learned foreign Writer *, Thus 


while the Disbelievers of . Chriſt's Divi- 
nity in the {tri Senſe, worſhip with the 
higheſt Honours another beſides God moſt 
High, they are guilty of downright Idola- 
try; and it is in vain to pretend a Divine 
poſitive Command, that ſhall aboliſh a 


Law of Nature, which forbids ſuch rob- 


bing of God of his Honour; nor indeed 
can the molt excellent Being, Who is not 
God Eternal and moſt High, be capable 
of receiving Divine Adoration, which muſt 
ſuppoſe a Finite Being to be endow'd With 
Infinite Perfections: but more of this in 
another Writing, which I will not here an- 
ticipate. Let therefore Things be called hy 
their own Names, let Idolatry be unmask'd, 
and go by its proper Appellation: it is not 
candid and charitable, but unjuſt and ab- 
ſurd, to ſpeak and think of Things as much 


better, or leſs criminal, than they really 


are. It is in vain therefore for the Fa - 
vourers of the Gentlemen of the New Senti- 
ments, to palliate their Errors with affec- 
ted Sofrenings, and to labour wich Expreſ- 
ſions of Tenderneſs and falſe Humanity, to 


leſſen their Deformity and Danger. 


It is inſignificant. to ſay that they are 
learned, honeſt, and well-meaning Perſons, 
that their Doctrine is harmleſs, and only 
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Church has, undiſtutbd by that Adverſary, 
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conſiſts in a different Manner of Concep- 
tion and Phraſe; at leaſt, that it is con- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtianity, and that there- 
fore the Orthodox ſhould look upon them 
as Chriſtian: Brethren, and join with them 
in religious Worſhip : for the Queſtion is 
not whether the Gentlemen of. the New 
Scheme are learned Criticks and ſubtile 

Diſputants, nor whether they are honeſt 


and well-meaning Perſons ; the whole Que- 


ſtion is, whether they are not Idolaters ac- 
cording to the Principles of the Orthodox, 
and whether the Orthodox are not Idola- 


ters according to the Principles of their 


Ad verſaries. And if this be ſo, then the 
Concluſion is evident, that they cannot, 
with a Conſcience undefiled, hold Com- 
munion with one another; for there can 
be no Agreement between repugnant and 

oppoſite Principles, no Communion be- 

tween Light and Darkneſs, nor religious 


Fellow ſhip between Men, whoſe Objects 


of Worſhip ate eſſentially different. 
It is very certain that this Controverſy 
was, in former Ages, look'd upon to be of 
the higheſt Importance; otherwiſe, we can- 
not conceive why the 4riazs and the Or- 
thodox ſhould perſecute one another with 
ſo much Cruelty and Violence, as, to their 


17 Diſhonour, it is known they did. 


ut the Hrium Empire, Religion, and Per- 
ſeeut ion ceaſing together, the Chriſtian 


pro- 
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profeſs d the Catholĩek Faith thro many Ages 
down to this: and this I mentioned in my 

former Writing, as a. juſt Prejudice in fa- 
vour ofthe Anti- Ariam Doctrine; for ſhould 
it be allow'd that the Believers of Chriſt's. 
Deity are erroneous and heretical in ſo 
great a Point, it would follow, that. the 
Gates of Hell, that 15, the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, have notoriouſly and univerſally, al- 
moſt ever ſince the Inſtitution. of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, prevail d againſt his Church, 
which is what our Saviour promis'd ſhould 
never come to pals. .. 
Should it be objected, that the Papiſts 
may, by this. way of arguing, juſtify the 
peculiar Doctrines of their Church: I an- 
ſwer, that the Caſe is far different; for 
firſt, as I ſaid before, the Papiſts have ſtill 
profeſs*d their Belief of the — Trinity, 
and\all the Articles of our Creed, tho, as 
ſaid, they maintain beſides many abſurd 
and unreafonable Inventions of their own, 
No it is certain that the Promiſes made 
by Chriſt of continuing with, and always 
ſupporting his Church, muſt be underſtood 
of the eſſential and fundamental Articles of 
his Religion, without which the very Being 
of his Church could not be upheld; for he 
has told us, that in After - Times, Hereſies 
and great Errors ſhould ar iſe, ſuch as, if it 
were poſfible, ſhould deceive the very 
Ele@ ; that great Apoſtacies ſhould hap» 
pen, and that Men ſhould be deluded, and 
B 2 given 
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given up to believe a Lye: ſo that it is 
evident, that when Chriſt promiſed that 
the Gates of Hell ſhould nor prevail againſt 
his Church, it extended no farther than 
this, That no damnable Hereſies, ſuch as are 
deſtructive of the Chriſtian Faith, ſhould 
univerſally overſpread the Chriſtian World. 
And this leads me to a ſecond Anſwer : 
That ſuppoſing the Doctrines of Rome do 
really ſubvert the Foundations of Chriſt's 
Religion, yet it is certain that the Roman 
Was never more than a particular, and by 
no means the univerſal Church. It was 
contain'd within the Limits of the Roman 
Empire, and was therefore only, one, tho 
a large National Church: and tho this ſin- 
gle National Church ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
have extinguiſh'd the Orthodox Faith, yet 
x does not follow bur that the Churches in 
Ethiopia and Nubia, remote Parts of A- 
frica, and thoſe planted in the Eaſtern 
Regions of the World, as well as in thoſe 
Parts of Europe that were never under 
the Dominion of Rome, might ſtill main- 
tain the eſſential Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Creed. 
Beſides, it ought to be conſider'd, that 
the moſt abſurd and Anti-Scriprural Doc- 
trines of the Papiſts, were not entertain'd | 
and aſſerted by their General Councils, and 
the publick Approbation of their Church, tl 
till many Ages after the firſt planting of 0 
Chriſt's Religion, particularly their worſt tl 
* Doctrine, 
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Doctrine, that of Tranſubſtantiation; and 
when that was broached, it was long op- 
poſed, and always rejected by many of ihe 
Inhabitants of Piedmont, France, &c. as 
our Writers againſt the Papiſts have plain- 
ly prov'd : and ſince the happy Reforma- 
tion, that ſtrange Doctrine has been con- 
demn'd as erroneous and unchriſtian, by 
many States and ſeveral Kingdoms, that 
with a pious Fortitude, and a generous 
Spirit of Religion, renounc'd the Commy- 
nion, and ſhook off the Yoke of the Church 
of Rome. Thus their greateſt Corruptions 
are neither antient, conſtant, nor univer- 
ſal; and, as I have ſaid before, they are 
ſuch as they hold together with all the 
Articles of ſound Faith: whence it will ap- 
pear that the Romaniſts can have no Ad- 
vantage from this Argument which I bring 
againſt the Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity, - 
from the Promiſes of Chriſt, That the Gates 
of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt his 
Church. p | | | 

But if this ſhould not be look'd on as a 
ſufficient Anſwer, as I belieye it ought to 
be; if the Aſſertion be limited and re- 
ſtrain'd ro the pureſt, wiſeſt, and beſt 
Churches, the Argument will retain its 
Force, and be concluſive, | 

Now from what has been ſa id, it is clear, 
that the Difference between the Believers 
of Chriſt's Deity, and the Gentlemen of 
the new Scheme of the old Hereſy, is = 

” 0 
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ſo ſmall and inſignificant as ſome People 
would make it; but that it is of fo high 
a Nature, as affects the Foundations of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and conſequently our 
Eternal Felicity. 


Disbelie wers of Chriſt's Deity obliged 


to renounce the Communion of the 


Orthodox. 


1 N my late Writing, to which this is a 
Supplement, I aſſerted and prov'd that 
When the Modern Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
Deity forſook our Faith, they ought to 
have ſeparated from us, and renounc'd our 
Communion ; the Premiſes whence I dedu- 
ced that Concluſion, were, That all Chri- 
ſtians ought to withdraw themſelves from 
Idolatrous Worſhippers, and that the Anti- 


Arians, or a ſuch Idolatrous 


Worſhippers in the Opinion of ſuch Diſ- 
believers. The firſt Propoſition is oppoſed 
by none, and there is not the leaſt Reaſon 
to deny the latter; and therefore I thence 
inferr'd, that it is the indiſpenſable Duty 
of all Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity to ſe- 
. parate from our religious Aſſemblies. This 
I believ'd I had urged with the cleareſt 
Evidence ; but whether it be that the Gen- 
tlemen whom this Argument concerns, do 
not perceive its Force, but look upon it as 
impotent and inconcluſive; or whether they 


Are 
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are unwilling to 3 the Temporal In. 
attend the diſtin- 

uiſhing of themſelves by a publick Con- 
eſhon of their Principles; I do not ſee that 
I have prevailed with any to perform a 
Duty, the Neglect of which is an Offence 
inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, and deftruc- 
tive to the Character of a Man of Piety 


and Probity. Therefore to make this far · 


ther evident, I will endeavour to remove 
all imaginable Objections that can be 
brought againſt my Poſition. 

They will not ſurely alledge, that they do 
nov avoid the Communion of the Orthodox, 
for fear of rending the Church by creating a 
great Schiſm ; tor they are too learned and 
clear-{ighted not to know, that it is no cri- 


minal or unjuſtifiable Schiſm, but a laudable -- 


and neceſſary Separation, when we renounce 
the Communion of any Churches, or Religi- 
ous Aſſemblies, that are in Principle and 
Practice downright Idolaters. Now the Or- 
thodox Believers of the Deity of Chriſt, 
openly and freely confeſs, )and glory in the 
Contefſion, that they pay their Worlhip and 
Adoration to the Son of God, as to one 
equal with the Father, God bleſſed for ever, 
in Duration or unbeginning Exiſtence, 
Knowledge, Power, and Glory, and as the 
ſame in Nature and Subſtance with him, 
tho a diſtinct Perſon: but the Disbeliever 
of Chriſt's Deiry muſt be conftrain'd by 


ido- 
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idolatrous, while he will not allow: ſuch 
unlimited abſolute Perfections do belong to 
Chriſt, who, in their Opinion, is God on- 
ly in a relative Senſe, and that in an infe- 
rior ſubordinate Degree; as he is the 
Great Officer, or Miniſter of God moſt 
High, in his Government of the World, 
and eſpecially of his Church. The Worſhip 
then we pay to Chriſt as one that has all 
the Infinite Perfections above expreſsd, 
muſt be pronounced impious by all the 

Disbelievers of our Saviour's Deity; for if 
|, their Opinions are true, we. give Supreme 
Adoration to one who is not God moſt 
High, but to a falſe God, an Idol, or one 
that is not God by Nature, and ” conſe- 
quently no God: and thus to defraud the 

Almighty of his Right, the Honour, and 
Worſhip due to him alone, and give it to 
another beſides himſelf, I believe is acknow- 
ledg'd, by the univerſal Conſent of Chri- 
ſtian Writers of all Denominations, to be 
an unconteſted Practice of Idolatry'; and 
then the Conſequence is evident, that thoſe 
that deny the Redecmer's Deity, are obli- 
ged, in Conſcience, to diſclaim all religious 
Communioa with us. 

It may perhaps be ſaid that this Argu- 
ment is inconcluſive, becauſe our Ad ver- 

- aries do by no means charge us with Ido- 
latry, nor believe that we are ſo highly 
criminal, but that they may, and ought to 
continue in out Communion. 2 


This 
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This is what I imagine they will alledge 
to excuſe their Conduct; but alas! how 
weak is this Defence? Is the. Queſtion 
what they do believe of our Practice, or 
what they ought to believe ? whether they 
charge us with Idolatry ; or whether, if 
they follow their own Principles in their 
clear, immediate, and neceſſary Conſe- 
quences, they will not be compelPd to con- 

emn us as guilty of that great Sin? What 
the Gentlemef®of the new Sentiments 
think of the Orthodox, is not the Subject 
in Debate; but what their Principles will 
lead and oblige them to think: if in their 

Opinion we are not Idolaters, let them re- 
nounce their Doctrine; if we are, let them 
renounce our Communion. And now let 
theſe ſubtle Diſputants call in Aid all the 
Forces of Criticiſm and Philoſophy; let them 
explain, diſtinguiſh, ſhift, and ſtrive, as 
long as they plezſe, to diſengtangle them- 
ſelves; they are here ſet faſt, and can ne- 
ver get off, 

It may perhaps be urged that they are 
juſtified in not condemning us, becauſe we 
pay Divine Worſhip to a wrong Object, 
purely upon a Miſtake, while we believe 

im to be true God moſt High, Ta this 
I anſwer, If a Miſtake of that kind can 
excuſe Men from the Guilt of Idolatry, 
then it is very evident that the Pagan 
Nations, neither formerly, nor at pes 
can be charg'd with ſuch Impiety, becauſe 


— 


e r * 


18 Modern ARIANS unmask d. 
they only miſtook in the Object of their 


Worſhip, or the Manner of conveying, it. 
When the Perſiaus, or the Americas Hea- 
thens worſhip the Sun, they look upon him 


to be an animated and intelligent Being, 


according to the Ariſtoteliam Hypothelis ; 
and thoſe who worſhipped the Hoſt of 
Heaven, paid them Veneration upon the 
account of their ſuppos'd Divine Perfec- 
tions, and their Goodneſs and Beneficence 
to Mankind: and it is very evident, that 
no Nation, or any ſingle Perſon, did ever 
worſhip: falſe Gods, while they believed 
them to be ſuch, except ſome Philoſophers, 
that were very few, compared with all 
the Nations of Idolaters, who, to ſhew 
Obedience to the: Laws of their Country, 
and avoid Puniſhment, gave into the Prac- 
tice. of the People, and ſome apoſtatizing 
Chriſtians, Who, not able to undergo the 
fiery: Tryal, comply'd with Idolaters, and 


made Shipwreck of a good Conſcience. If 


then a Miſtake about the Object of Divine 
Worſhip will excuſe Men from Idolatry, 
the Heathen Kingdoms muſt be acquitted : 


and if this Principle be allow'd, why may 


it not be extended to the Atheiſt for not 
worſhipping any God ? For he will declare 
that he has, with the greateſt Sincerity and 
Application, weigh'd and conſider'd the 
Reaſons alledg'd for the Proof of a Deity, 
and has found them inſufficieat to convince 
him. And Why may not his Miſtake be 

1 3 pleaded 
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pleaded in his Favour and Defence for 
worſhipping no God, as the Miſtake of 
others may excuſe them for worſhipping 
a falſe one? | f 5 

It is known that the Papiſts pay Divine 
Worſhip to the Hoſt, upon the Belief that 
the Elements of Bread and Wine are chan- 

ed into the Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
ut does this Miſtake make them innocent? 
Do our Ad verſaries, the Patrons of the new 
Scheme, think that the Papiſts are free 
from Idolatry upon that Account? Did not 
our venerable Reformers ſeparate from 
them becauſe of their Idolatry, notwith- 
ſtanding their Miſtake about the Object 
of their Worſhip, and was their Reforma- 
tion a culpable Schiſm? It is certain that 
their Error does not juſtify their Practice 
and * indeed ſome of their own: beſt Wri- 
ters are ſo honeſt ard ingenuous, as freely 
to declare, that if they are miſtaken in 
the Article of Tranſubſtaatiation, they are 
certainly Idolaters. 1 0 
From what has been ſaid, it will evident - 
ly appear, that if the Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
Deity will diſcharge the Orthodox from the 
Guilt of Idolatry in worſhipping our Sayi- 
our with the higheſt Divine Honours, that 
their Charity, Which however, I imagine, 
begins at home, is inconſiſtent with, and 
deſtructive of their own Scheme; and 
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20 Modern AxlAxs unmasł d. 
therefore if they will act uprightly, let 
them take their Choice, they muſt, as ſaid 
before, either diſclaim their own Principles, 
or leave our Communion ; one of theſe 1s - 
certainly their indiſpenſable Duty. But if 
they will continue to reject and oppoſe our 
Faith, and yet obſtinately continue with us 
in Religious Fellowſhip, and obtrude their 
Company upon us, to cover and conceal 
their Doctrine and Diſtinction; I cannot, 
for my part, after due Search and Conſide- 
ration, find out a Reaſon that will juſtify 
ſuch a criminal and unchriſtian Conduct. 
If any ſhould judge that theſe Expreſ- 
ſions are too harſh and ſevere, let them 
reflect on the great Importance of this 
Undertaking, which is by Reaſon and Ar- 
gument to convince Men of the Danger 
they are expoſed to by embracing Heretical 
Doctrines, and to reclaim them from their 
Error; as likewiſe to animate others who 
are yet ſound in their Faith, to ſtand up- 
| on their Guard againſt the Attempts and 
Infinuations of vigilant and ſubtle' Sedu- 
cers. This Plague is malignant, the Infec- 
tion ſpreads, and the Chriſtian Religion 
Will be in Danger if its Power increaſes ; 
In ſuch a Caſe it is a Mark of Benevolence 
and Compaſſion to rebuke Men. ſharply ; 
otherwiſe, the God of Love and Mercy 
would never have given ſuch a Cuba, 
A Surgeon is not look*d upon as cruel and 
| hard-hearted, that lances a dangerous Swel- 
R tl! | ing, 
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ling, ſearches a deep Wound, or applies to 
an obſtinage Sore a painful Medicine; nor 
is it from want of Tenderneſs and Good- 
will, that a Phyſician uſes the Severities of 
his Art to awaken and recover a Lethar- 
gick Patient, and the more ſtupid and in- 
ſenſible he is, the more rigorous the Means 
muſt be to prevent his Danger. It is plain 
that ſoft aggh more moderate Applications 
to the diſtemper*d Men of the new Scheme, 
have been fruitleſs and ineffectual: What 
then, muſt they be deſerted, and left to the 
ſad Conſequences of contumacious Hereſy? 
That indeed would be an Example of 
great Cruelty. How can a good Man ſtand 
unconcerned, and perceive no Emotions of 
Humanity, no Strugglings of Charity to- 


wards Perſons in ſuch a dangerous State? 


What if ſome have been hitherto obdurate 
and impenetrable to our Reaſons, and deaf 
to all our Arguments and Expoſtulations, 
hall no more kind Efforts be made to 
reſtore them ? | 


The Arianizing Party complain, wich: 
out Reaſon, of Perſecution. 


T is very ſurprizing, that the Disbe- 
.lievers of Chriſt's Deity ſhould enter- 
tain a Fancy, that if their Adverſaries, the 
Proteſtant Catholicks, ſhould renounce 
Communion - with them, as ſome have 
done, that they ſhould condemn this as 
| Vio- 
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Violence and Perſecution, and every where 


-declaim againſt it, as ſuch, with great 


Vehemence. Now I will endeavour to 
remove theſe Prejudices, and convince them 
that they are miſtaken in this Point, to 
prevent any more ſuch uncharitable Cen-" 
ſures. | 

It is clear that the Atheiſt can have no 
Right to the Protection of Govern- 
ment, becauſe he can give no Security for 


his Loyalty and Obedience to the Statutes 


of the Land; upon which Account alone, he 
can pretend to any Benefit from the Laws 
of his Country. Now the Reaſon why an 


Atheiſt can give no Security to the Govern- 


ment where he lives, is, that the Oaths, 
Contracts, and Promiſes, which are requi- 
red of him to expreſs his Approbation of 
the Government, and ſecure his faithful 
Obſervation of the Laws of it, are idle 


and inſignificant ; for not believing that 
any God exiſts, who ſhould puniſh Per- 


jury, he cannot think himſelf obliged to 


keep his Oath or Covenant, ay longer. 


than it is for his Intereſt or his Safety ſo to 
do: he muſt therefore laugh in himſelf, 
when he eludes and mocks the Govern- 
ment with a ſolemn Invocation of a Divine 
Power, while the impious Hypocrite be- 
lieves that he ſwears by Nothing : and it 
is the ſame thing as to his Contracts and 
Promiſes with his Neighbour, and his Evi- 


* dence, upon Oath, before a Magiſtrate, that 
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affects the Life or Eſtate of others. Such 
a Perſon then is uncapable of being a Mem- 
ber of Civil Society, and has no Title to 
the Advantages of it; and therefore, if up- 
on ſpfficient Conviction, he ſhould be ba- 
niſh*d from the Community, he has no 
reaſon to complain, having receiv'd no In- 
jury: this then is no Perſecution. | 

But this is not the Caſe of the Heather, 
Infidel, Mabometau, or Few; for theſe all 
acknowledging the Being and Providence 
of God, are capable of binding themſelves 


to be true to the Government by their ſo- 


lemn Oath ; which if they do, they are in- 
titled to Protection, till they forteit their 
Right by the Violation of their Contract: 
and therefore while they continue good and 


peaceable Subjects, and do not propagate 


their reſpective Opinions to the Diſturbance 
of the Government, if rheir Lives, Liber- 
ties, and Eſtates, are invaded by Violence 
upon a religious Account, in my Judgment 
they are injuriouſly treated. 

In like manner, if any Denomination 
of Chriſtians are debarr'd of their Civil 
Rights, and ſuffer the Loſs of Liberty and 
Property, for holding Notions in Religion, 
which neither in themſelves, nor as the 
are carried on, and contended for wit 
Heat and Fury, affect the Tranquillity of 
the State, it may juſtly be affirmed they 
are injured, It is plain the 7etus inhabiting 
among us, have a Right to be * 
5 5 Om 
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from Violence, by virtue of the Statutes 
made in their Favour: And have not all 
Chriſtians an equal Claim to the Benefits 
and Advantages of the Government, by 
virtue of the Laws of their Country ? 
The propagating ſound Belief by violent 
Means, is nor preſcribed or warranted by 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution. We no where 
find that any Precepts were iſſued out b 

Chriſt, for vying Miliegry Forces to a 

againſt Infidelity or Hereſy, any Orders 
given for the Publiſhers of Chriſtianity to 
plant their Faith Sword in hand, and to lay 
the Nations waſte and deſolate, by the 
bloody Method of Mabomet, if they would 
got receive their heavenly Revelation. It 
is true, that the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, by the Terrors of the Lord, did per- 
ſuade Men to believe his Doctrine; but 
thoſe were not the Temporal Terrors of 


mercileſs Dragoons, or a bloody Inquiſition, 


nor Confiſcations, Priſons, Mines, and 


Galleys: no, the perſuaſive Terrors that 


St. Paul us'd, were the Indignation and 
Wrath of God, in caſe they obſt inately re- 
fuſed his Revelation: Men, as to ſecular 
Puniſhments, might for him live undiſtur- 
bed here, if they would run the Hazard of 
W 83 and unſufferable Torments here- 
Alter. | NOS: 

The greateſt Monarch of the World be- 
ing but a ſubaltern Officer to the Lord of 
Hoſts, a Deputy of the King of Kings, com- 


miſhon'd. 
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miſſion'd to act under him in a part of his 
Government, cannot lawfully exerciſe more 
Power than is delegated to him from his 
Sovereign; if therefore any Civil Magiſtrate 
ſhall inflit ' Pains and Penalties in Caſe of 
Opinions merely religious, if he has no Power 
given him in his Commiſſion for ſo doing, 
he proceeds in an arbitrary and illegal Man- 
ner, and acts, tho a Magiſtrate, without 
Authority. | 

Here a great Queſtion will ariſe, whether 

God has inyeſted the Magiltrate with Power 

to interpoſe coercively for the Preſervation 

of the publick Peace, when contumacious 

and infolent Hereticks involve the Nation 

in turbulent Contentions and Party-Rage, 

which manifeſtly ſhake and endanger the 

Government? When Eccleſiaſtick Strife and 

Faction is carry'd on to ſuch a Height, ths 

Magiſtrate, whoſe Duty it is. to protect the 

State, muſt be ſuppos'd to be entruſted with 

ſufficient Power to do his Duty; and there- 4 

fore, if the Repoſe and Safety of rhe State = 

are greatly threatned, as before deſcribed, 

he is certainly empower'd to prevent the 

Danger; and it ao other than coercive Means. 

are capable of procuring his End, they mult” 
be allow'd as ' lawful. But how far this 
| coercive Force may be extended, and with 

what Limits it is circumſcribed, is a Point | 
not ſo eaſy to be determined. PMI | 
I But how much ſoever the Magiſtrate may, 
flat any time, tranſgreſs the Bounds of his 
4 225 D Power, 
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26 Modern AxlAxs unmask d. 
Power, by interpoſing in reli ious Contro- 
verſies, it is maniteſt that no Chriſtian Chur. 
ches are guilty of Perſecution, which exerciſe 
only thole Spiritual Powers with which their 
Founder has inveſted them. To renounce 
Communion with Hereticks, whoſe Princi- 

les are repugnant to the Chriſtian Faith, 
$ the unconteſted Right and Duty of every 
Chriſtian Society, and it is moſt abſurd and 


1 


ridiculous, to call the Execution of this Au- 


thority, Violence and Perſecution: and if 
Churches have a ſcriptural Authority to with- 


hold Communion from Hereticks, it muſt - 


follow, that they have Power to uſe all law- 
ful Means to convict an Heretick; and if { 
they muſt require of him ſuch an Account o 
the Soundneſs of his Faith, as may give them 
Satisfaction. If a Heretick is one that wreſts 
the lireral Scripture, as ſome Readers of 
St, Paul did, ro their own Condemnation, 
as certainly it is; then the literal Scripture 
, Muſt be reſtor d to its genuine Senſe by other 
explanatory Expreſſions: and it muſt follow 
from hence, that the Perſon accus'd, or ſuſ- 
peted of Hereſy, that is, one who has 
wrelted the Scripture to a pernicious Mean- 
10g, mult either uſe ſuch explanatory Words 
as the Church ſhall require, or, at leaſt, ſuch 


as himſelf ſhall draw up, which ſhall be 


equivalent and ſynonomous, and fo fatisfac- 
tory to thoſe who legally ask it. And to call 


this Perſecution and an unwarrantable Im- 


polition, is to ſupply the want of Reaſon and 
ME 9 good 
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good Senſe, by vehement and clamorous Ex- 
reſſions. It is in vain urged, that this is to 
| via im upon Chrittian Liberty; on the 
contrary, the Perſons of that Opinion, how 
inflexibly ſoever they adhere to their Senti- 
ments, ſtand faſt in a Liberty with which 


Chriſt never made them free: for if he has 


left his Followers in that Latitude, he has in 
vain made it the Duty of Chriſtian Churches 
to admit Members into their Society upon a 
ſufficient Declaration of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and zto exclude thoſe who apoſtarize from 
it, and fall into groſs Hereſies; ſince, as I 
have urg'd in my former Writing, this is 
altogether impracticable, if no Form of 
Words is requir'd to explain the Senſe of 
Scripture, which is often notoriouſly wreſs 
ted; for all the groſſeſt, and moſt extrava« 
gant Hereticks, that ever ſprung up in any 
Age, or that are now exiſting, did, and will 


readily ſubſcribe to the whole Body of 'Scrip- 


ture, and every Part of it, if no Explanation 
be demanded. | | 
But it is objected, that ſuch Forms of 
Words are human Words, and Man's In- 
vention; ſo are all Words whatſoever that 
contain the Chriſtian Revelation: Reaſon 
itſelf is human, and is that the Cauſe why 
they are prejudiced againſt it? They will 
fay, I ſuppoſe, that the Words of Scripture, 
tho invented by Men, were the Words of 
Chriſt, or infpir'd Penmen, convey'd to us 
for a Rule of Faith. Be ir ſo, they are not- 
1 D 2 with- 
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withſtanding wreſted by Hereticks to an 
Anti {criprural Senſe; - and how ſhall they be 
convicted and diſtinguiſh'd, if no Form of 
Words declaratory of the right Senſe, be 
offer'd to be acknowledg'd or ſubſcribed by 


them? But of this I have ſpoken at large in 


my former Writing. | 

After all, a grievous Complaint is made, 
that this is an unjuſtifiable Impoſition upon 
the Conſcience. Arbitrary Impoſitions upon 
the Conſcience, are certainly to be condemn'd 
and abhorr'd; but the Charge may ſome- 
times be uſed to miſguide and ſtir up the 
Pa ſſions of the People, to ſerve a Cauſe. It 


is ſtrange, even to Admiration, that any Man 


mould believe that to be an Impoſition, 
which is only a Mark, or a Teſtimony, of a 
Perſon's Qualification to be a Member of a 
Chriſtian Society, which the Perſon to whom 


it is propos'd, may comply with, or refuſe, 


without incurring any Penalty. Have not 
all Civil Societies of what Denomination ſo- 
ever, all voluntary Cabals and Aſſemblies of 
Men, ſome Rules and Orders which the 
Members engage to obſerve? And if oy 
are deny'd Admiſſion, or excluded, becauſe 
they refus'd this Qualification, may they 
therefore: complain of unwarrantable Impo- 
fitions? Nn 
And if any Perſon poſſeſs'd of a gainful 
Place, ſhould refuſe to conform himſelf lon- 
ger to the Orders of any Company or Soci- 


| ety, and ſhould, for that Reaſon, bediſmiſs'd 
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from it, ſhould this be call'd Oppreſſion? 
If ſome Paſtors of a Church, ſhould ask the 
Paſtors of another, or ſome Member of one 
Church, ſhould ask the Members of another, 
what their Opinion is in any Point of Divi- 
nity, while the Perſons that are deſired to 
declare their Sentiments, are commonly at 
liberty whether they will anſwer or not; 
are the Enquirers guilty of an unchriſtian 
Impoſition, for propoſing the 5 0 I 
ſaid commonly, becauſe when Perſons lie 
under a great and general Suſpicion of being 
fallen from fundamental Chriſtian Articles, 
they are bound in Conſcience to ſpeak our, 
that thus they may wipe off the Suſpicion, 
and clear their Character, if they are inno- 
cent and unjuſtly charg'd. For in ſuch a 
Caſe, to continue inflexible to the impor- 
tunate Entreaties of their Friends and Bre- 
thren, and perſevere in an unaccountable Si- 
lence and Neutrality, is a Conduct, which, 
I confeſs, I am not able ro underſtand. If 
Gentlemen would a little conſider the Nature 
of a criminal Impolition, and would ſettle 
the Meaning of the Word, they would not, 
furely, inſiſt upon ſuch groundleſs Notions 
of Perſecution. Nothing is more unreaſo- 
nable than this, except the Outcry, which 
ſome have made, that when Cauſe has been 
given to lay them under Suſpicion of being 
revolted from the Faith, they have been 
perſecuted by thoſe who have mentioned 
ſuch a Suſpicioa : for this, they fay, is to 
515 .. | bring 
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bring upon them publick Reproach, and 
expoſe them to the Diſplea ſure and Neglect 
of their Neighbours. Perſecution muſt be 
taken in a very wide Senſe indeed, to take 


in this Behaviour of the Perſons complain'd 


of. Is it then no criminal Matter to deviate 
from ſound Faith, but a great Injury to 
have it ſaid that one is ſuſpected to have 
done ſo? Men may eaſily avoid this terrible 
Perſecution, by publickly declaring, which, 
in this Juncture, in my Opinion, it is their 
Duty to do, that their Principles are Chri- 
ſtian and Catholick. . 

I eam ſorry that I am oblig'd, for the Con- 


viction of Opponents, to produce Argu- 


ments, and purſue them ſo far in ſo plain a 
Caſe. Tho the Morals of this Nation are 
ſo much ſunk, I did not think our Reaſon 
was at ſo low an Ebb: but notwithſtanding 
ſo many Perſons, ſome by the Weakneſs of 
their Underſtandings, and ſome by the 
Strength of their Paſſions, and others by the 
Conjunction of both, have eluded the Force 

of the Reaſons brought againſt them b 

many excellent Defenders of the Catholic 
Faith, and made their Attempts unſucceſs- 
ful; ſome Pains however, as ſaid before, 
ſhould ſtill be taken with them, for it is 
pity they ſhould be given up as deplorable 
and paſt Recovery. _- vie 
I was ever an Enemy to Perſecution, in 
the true Notion of it; but let not Hereticks 
and Infidels cry out of Perſecution, _— 
| c cre 
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there is not the leaſt Ground for ſuch a 
Charge. Let them remember how bitterly 
they inveigh'd, but very lately, againſt o- 
thers, for uſing this Expreſhon, That the 
Church was in Danger; and upbraided them 
with Inſincerity for fo doing. I am very ſure 
they are now even with their Adverſaries, 


in crying out Perſecution! Perſecution! + 


when there is not the leaſt Pretence to juſ- 
tify that invidious Clamour: but it ſerves 
a Turn, and muſt be continued for Party- 
Deſigns. | N 5 
I do not call for Fire and Sword, nor im- 
ortune the ſecular Arm to interpoſe in Re- 
igious Diſputes; but I think, and I hope 
with great Reaſon, that in ſuch a Iuncture 
as this, in which pernicious Errors in Reli- 
gion are confidently ' propagated, that all 
warrantable Weapons, that are put into the 
Hands of the Church, abſtracted from the 
Civil Power, may and ſhould be us'd. It 
is in the power of Churches of every Deno- 
mination, to refuſe Communion with Here- 
ticks, and they have a Right to judge for 
themſelves who are fo: therefore all Chur- 
ches, who preſerve the Orthodox Chriſtian 
Faith, lie under an indiſpenſable Obligation. 
to exclude Hereticks, and deny to them re- 
ligious Fellowſhip ; which Duty, it carefully 
diſcharg'd, might very much conduce to 
the Preſervation of the Soundneſs and Pu- 
rity of Chriftian Belief. 
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32 Auer Anlans mE! 
A Confutation of this Poſition, That 


. a, Man may lawfully ſub cribe to 


any Teſt, or make a p lick Decla- 
ration of his Faith, in any Form of 


Words requir d, while he can, in any 


Senſe whatſoever of his own, recon- 


cile thoſe Words to Scripture. 


GAINST my laſt Aſſertion it may 
de objected, that Hereticks, in this 


Age, are grown ſo wiſe and cautious, that 


i is impoſſible to detect them; and that b 

this means Church-Cenſures are defeated. 
If you offer ro them, 'tis ſaid, any Articles 
of the Orthodox Faith to be acknowledg?*d 
and ſubſcrib'd, they Will. without the leaſt 
Scruple and Heſitation, declare their Aſſent 


to them, tho, at the ſame time, they do not 


believe they are true and ſeriptural: this is 


their Principle aſſerted in their Writings, and 


=y 


confirmed by their Practices, none ever hav- 


ing been heard of, who have refus'd any 
Benefice or Preferment, for not ſubſcribing 
the Articles of the Church, how contrary 
ſoever they are to their inward judgment 
and Opinion. Since then it is a Maxim, 
which they aſſert and publickly vindicate, 
That it is law ful to ſubſcribe to any Confeſ- 
ſions of Faith, which they can in any Senſe 
whatſoever, made by themſelves, and re- 

| ſerved 
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ſerved. ſecret in their Minds, reconcile to 
the Scriptures, tho they know that Senſe is 
contrary to the Meaning of the Propoſers of 
thoſe Articles; I mult acknowledge that this 
Poſition and Practice, will, in ſome meaſure, 
defeat the proper Power and Diſcipline of 
the Church, and diſappoint the Means which 
I haye aboye ſuggeſted to ſupprgfs their 
Hereſy. 7 | | os 
But how wonderful and aſtoniſhing, how 
looſe beyond Example, is this avow'd Prin- 
ciple? Who can hear it without Admiration 
and Abhorrence? How could one have 
thought it poſſible that ſuch a Defection 
from Truth and common Probity, could 
ever have happen'd among Proteſtant Di- 
vines, even ſuch as are eminent for the Pro- 
feſſion of Integrity and Uprightneſs, and 
ſeem. to lay the whole Weight of Religion 
upon thoſe, Virtues? Who could have ima- 
gined that ſuch Men would have laid the 
Axe to the Root of Truſt and Faithfulneſs, 
and ſo ſubvert the Foundations of publick 
Societies? This is a Subject of ſuch Impor- 
tance, that I cannot but expreſs my Deteſta- 
tion of ſo looſe and unnatural a Principle, 
and J ſhall endeavour to invalidate and ex- 
poſe it, by ſhowing the abſurd and dange- 
rous — that attend it. 

The firſt Thing I ſhall alledge for this 
Purpoſe, is, That this ſtrange Polition makes 
one great Duty enjoin'd in the Goſpel, en- 
tirely impracticable: we are commanded, af- 


ter two Admonitions, to reject an Heretick, 
Suppaſe 


| 
| 
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uppoſe then that a Perfon ſhould be accus'd 
of Hereſy before proper Judges, 'or Officers 
of the Church or Congregation ;* can thoſe 
Judges do more than demand of him whe- 
ther he beljeves ſuch an Article of Faith, and 
offer to him ſuch Confeſhons or Summaries, 
as would be a ſufficient! Teſt to diſtinguiſh 
Hereticks from found Believers? Now the 
accus'd Perſon can never be convicted of his 
Error, if he readily undergoes all the Tryals 
made to detect him, and ſubſcribes all the 
Confeſſions and Forms, how ſtrict ſoever, 
offer'd to him; ſuppoſing too, that this Li- 
berty of ſubſcribing any Propoſitions, which 
Men disbelieve, with ſecret Savings and Re- 
feryations, of a contrary Senſe, were warran- 
fable and juſt, it would make the Commands 
of Chriſt concerning the laying Hands upon, 
or ordaining Paſtors for the Church, of no 
effect: for it is ſuppos'd they muſt make 
ſome Confeſſion or Acknowledgment of the 
Chriſtian Faith, before they are conſtituted 
Paſtors of a Chriſtian Society; but how can 
they make it appear, that they are not He- 
reticks, and do not hold Opinions inconſiſ- 
rent with ſound Faith, if publick and ſolemn 
Declarations may be ſubſcrib'd to, when the 
Subſcriber has quite another Meaning, and 
may, at the bottom, be a Sabelliun, a Mon- 
tanift, an Arian, or one of the wildelt and 
moſt extravagant Sects, that uſurp the Name 
of Chriſtians, who all reconcile their reſpec- 
tiye erroneous Opinions with the facred 


= 


Scripture, 


And 
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And if this Maxim be allow'd, that all 
may ſubſcribe to any Confeſſion of Faith, 
in any Senſe whatſoever. of their own, as 
ſaid before, then all Hereticks, without 
Diſtinct ion, 1 Socinians, Ca- 
miſars, Papiſte, &c. may be admitted, and 
as integral Parts form a Chriſtian Society, 
which will then become à moſt deform'd, 
unnatural, and monſtrous Compoſition, a 
Medley of inconſiſtent and unſociable Ingre- 
dients; by which means, as well the Ad- 
miſſion of proper Members into the Church, 
as the Excluſion of Hereticks from it, will 
be render'd impracticable. bfg bal. 
HBeſides, if any Declaration of Faith may 
be aſſented to in any Senſe of our own de- 
viſing, which, in our own judgment, is a- 
greeable to Scripture, the Parity of Reaſon 
will extend this Liberty much farther; for 
it will be equally warrantable for Princes to 
ſign Leagues and Alliances made with Neigh- 
bour Princes, and then execute them in any 
Senſe form'd in their own Minds, which th 
conceive is not contrary to Truth, and ſo 
diſappoint the State or Monarch, to whom 
they ſolemnly engag'd their Faith; and then 
there would be no Treaty-breakers found in 
Nature. We remember when by ſuch a 
ſecret Senſe, foreign to the common Mean- 
ing of the Words, an Alliance was interpre- 
ted, by a great Monarch, not to be violated, 
by alledging, That the Spirit of the Treaty 
was kept, tho not the Words, And what 
Reaſon can be e why Princes may 
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not warrantably thus act, if they can, in any 
Senſe whatſoever, reconcile their Meaning 
to Truth and Probity, as well as Clergymen 
ſubſcribe Forms of Confeſſion with the ſame 


Latitude? 
Thus likewiſe all Promiſes and Contracts 


may be render'd vain and inſignificant, and 
mutual Credit, Truſt, and Dependance, to 


the Ruin of Commerce, and the Confuſion 
and Deſtruction of Civil and Religious So- 
cieties, may be extinguiſh'd. If Students, 
upon their Admiſſion into the Univerſity, or 
private Colleges, or Candidates in other So- 
cieties may be allow'd (and why ſhould they 
not, if theſe Gentlemens Principles are right?) 
to wreſt in their own Minds the Articles 
they ſubſcribe, to any Senſe, not only re- 
mote from, but contrary to the ordinary 
Meaning of the Words ; then how fooliſh 
and impertinent is it, to require any ſuch 


Words to be ſign'd by any? And if ſolemn 
Declarations and Promiſes may be fign'd in 
this looſe way, why may not Oaths likewiſe 


be taken in the ſame Latitude? And then 
what Security have the People of their 
Prince's Protection, or the Prince of the Peo- 
ples Obedience > And why may not a Wit- 
neſs before a Magiſtrate, or Judge, take any 
Oath, in any Senſe whatſoever, which he 
imagines is agreeable to Truth? and then all 
Civil Government is eluded, and the Courts 
of Juſtice muſt be ſhut up for ever. 

If the Principle of theſe Latirudinarians 
1s juſtifiable, it will follow, That ſuppoling 

; a 
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all that profeſs themſelves Members of the 
Church, ſhould rake the Privilege that theſe 
Men allow them, and declare and ſign their 
Aﬀent to all her Articles, while they do not 
believe they are true, but only in a quite 
different Senſe from that in which the Words 
are uſually taken, and tell us that there is 
no Neceſhty to believe them, how conve- 
nient ſoever it may be to ſubſcribe them: It 
will follow, that if a Church is conſtituted 
and diſtinguiſh*'d by her Creed and Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, that it is poſſible that all the 
Members may declare their Aſſent, and yer 
not believe one Article, and then there might 
be a Church conſiſting of Words and Sylla- 
bles, written or printed, without one pro- 

r Believer; that is, there would be an 
Eccleſiaſtical Society without one Member. 
Beſides, it will follow that the Church might 
be made up of Diſſenters from it, ſhould 
thoſe Diſſenters believe her Articles of Faith 
and her own profeſs'd Members ſhould diſ- 
believe them, tho they ſubſcribe their Aſſent. 
In all this artful Management, notwithſtand- 
ing the Pretenſions of the Authors of theſe 
Principles, to extraordinary Integrity, what 
can we find but finiſh'd Diſſimulation, and 
ſincere Hypocriſy, by which our Words are 
turn'd to a Delution, and our Language be- 

comes a Lye; while every Man, with unre- 
ſtrained Liberty, may- deceive his Neigh- 
bour, and defraud him of his Right to 
Truth? Such looſe Sentiments and Poſitions 


as theſe, which one would think could _ 


- 
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be heard by a ſober Chriſtian without Aſto- 
niſhment and Deteſtation, are aſſerted and 
practis'd by popular Clergymen, who ſub- 
{cribe'to Religious Teſts with this evaſive 
Latitude, and by their double Entendres, 
wreſted Meanings, and Varieties of foreign 
Interpretations devise by themſelves, make 
Articles of Faith appear a Jeſt, and Religion 
a Turn of Wit. | | 
This colluſive Practice is aſſerted and pro- 
ved, by the Author of the Remarks on part 
of a Bill brought into the Houſe of Lords, 
entitled, 4 Bill for the more effettual 7 2 
preſſing of Blaſphemy aud Profaneneſs. The 
emarker affirms, that“ This Latitude of 
« ſubſcribing they all (the Disbelievers of 
« the Trinity) openly and profeſſedly main- 
« tain in ie common . Converſation.” 
He had before cited the Author of the Scrip- 
ture- Doctrine of the Trinity, who, in his 
Preface, advances this Poſition, © That every 
« Clergyman may ſubſcribe the Articles and 
“ Liturgy of the Church in any Senſe, in 
« which the Perſon ſubſcribing can reconcile 
« it to the Scriptures.” He affirms farther, 
“% That a whole Book has been written to 
« juſtify this way of ſubſcribing, which is 
« ayow'd and maintain'd by the whole 
« Party,” And tho theſe Paſſages mult be 
ſuppoſed to have created Abhorrence in the 
Author of thoſe Remarks when he writ 
them, yet perhaps it had not been wholly 
unuſeful, it he had thought fit to have in- 
ſerted any one Word that might have rr 
0 | * OW 
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how much he deteſted ſuch a looſe Jeſuitical 
Doctrine. 


I canno ſay, that in m 
Judgment, he —— and rakes 
ble to them, to let them go off without 
the leaſt Cenfure, or any Mark of his Dif: 
pleaſure, for maintaining ſuch a pernicious 
Principle: half a Line, or one ſingle Epither; 
might have prevented any Surmiſes that 
might perhaps ariſe from the total Silence 
of the Remarker, as to the Lawfulneſs of 
this evaſive Practice, which he there relates, 
but not condemns. | 
Actions are no leſs expreſſive of our Sen- 
timents, than Words themſelves, and there- 
fore have been required by fovereign Powers, 
and enjoin'd as publick Teſts, to diſcover 
the religious Opinions of their Subjects. If 
therefore a Declaration in Words may be in- 
nocently eluded, by reſerving a ſecret con- 
trary Meaning of our own Invention, then 
will it be lawful alſo, to perform any out- 
ward Action by which we are requir'd to 
expreſs our religious Belief, with the like 
Evaſion, in concealing a different Senſe in 
ourſelves; and hence it will follow, that 
when Religious Proſtration and Divine Ho- 
nours were requir'd to be paid to Pagan 
Emperors, or the Idols of the Nations, the 
ancient Chriſtians might lawfully ha ve com- 
ply'd with ſuch Commands, if they could 
have reconcil'd, in any Senſe whatſoever, 
of their own making, this Worſhip of falſe 
Gods to the Scriptures : and this they might 
have done by the help of modern Diſtinc- 


tions 
* 
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40 Modern AklAxs wnmaskd, 
tions and ſecret Reſervations; whence it will 
follow, that the illuſtrious Chriſtian Con- 
feſſors in former Times, and the modern 
Martyrs in this Nation, expos'd themſelves 
by a criminal Obſtinacy and Raſhneſs, to the 
Dungeons, the Croſs, and the Flames, which 
they might with Prudence have avoided, by 
reconciling the outward Acts of Worſhip to 

| Reaſon and Scripture, by putting upon them 
ſome Senſe or other, that might have done | 
them ſo friendly an Office; for thus they 
might have eaſily eluded the Perſecution and 

| Rage of their Adverſaries, by renouncing | 
their Opinions, and yet keeping them at the t 
ſame time; while they made the Impoſer be- t 
lieve that they were of his Mind, and yet I 

T 
0 
E 


preſerved in themſelves an Opinion incon- 
ſiſtent with his, according to the celebrated 
Scheme of the Gentlemen of the New Sen- 
timents. And 1s it not wonderful and thock- { 
ing, to the higheſt Degree, to hear a conſi- ri 
derable Number of Proteſtant Divines aſſert V 
and juſtify ſuch a manifeſt Fraud and Dou- p| 
ble-dealing ? Can any Deciſions more abſurd is 
or monſtrous, be extracted from the Wri- fo 
tings of the ſubtle Scholars of Ignatius? V 
And is not this a very juſt Prejudice againſt th 
the Doctrine of the Disbelievers of Chriſt's E 
Deity ? Will not this prevaricating Caſuiſtry in 


be enough to ſhake their Scheme in the Opi- W 
nion of honeſt and impartial Men, who love Cc 
Truth and Integrity, better than any Pro. — 
feſſion of Uprightneſs, that is conſiſtent with, I 5, 


and 
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— 
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and reconcil'd to, ſuch fraudulent Shifts in - 
Matters of the laſt Importance. ö 

* It is certain that the Disbelievers of 
Chriſt's Divinity are conſiderable for their 
Numbers, that they are back'd and encou- 
raged by many great and powerful Friends 
and Patrons, and that they are Men of 
an active and enterprizing Genius; their 
Number is much greater than it appears, 


for there are Multitudes of ſecret and clan- 


deſtine Arians, or Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
Divinity, who have not Courage enough to 
throw off the Mask, and come from behind 
the Curtain, openly to aſſert and vindicate 
their Doctrine, according to the laudable 


Example of Mr. hi ſton. who, to his Ho- 


nour, has, in this Caſe, acted an honeſt and 
open Part; and tho he maintains no other 
Errors than many of his Friends approve in 
ſecret, yet he manifeſts much greater Since- 
rity, than the greateſt Pretenders to that 
Virtue, who eſpouſe Mr. Hi ſton's Princi- 
ples, without his Probity and Fortitude : It 
is the Mark of a generous and upright Mind, 
for a Man to owW-n and confeſs, before the 
World, his religious Principles, that are of 
the greateſt moment, and nearly concern 
Eternal Felicity, and not to skreen himſelf 
in doubtful Phraſes, hide in ambiguous 
Words, or metaphyſical Miſts, and fly for 
Concealment to the Lurking- holes and Faſt- 


* This Diſputation cvas penn d before the Writing of the Learned 
Dy. Waterland on this Subject was publiſh'd; to which-Þ refer 
the Reader for full Satisfaction. 


neſſes 
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neſſes of the Schools ; nor think it fit, at pre- 
ſent, to lay by their Diſguiſe, for Reaſons not 
very hard to be gueſs'd alt. 
ow thoſe Men may be juſtly ſuſpe&ed 
of Arianizing Principles, who, whilſt the 
Contagion of this obſolete Hereſy reviv'd, 
ſo: much prevails, and the Number of the 
Infected encreaſes to ſo great a Degree, are 


notwithſtanding indolent and unaffeted 


with the growing Miſchief, and offer no 

Aſſiſtance, nor expreſs any Zeal to ſtop its 

Progreſs; who neither from the Pulpit nor 

the Preſs, nor in Converſation, warn their 

Neighbours of the Danger that threatens 

them, nor endeavous, out of Compaſſion to 

the People, to expoſe and confute, with 
Reſolution, by Argument and Reaſon, this 

unchriſtian and pernicious Doctrine; but ra- 

ther ſpeak favourably, and with Tender- 

neſs, of the Authors and Spreaders of it, 

and diſcourage and diſcountenance thoſe 

who. zealouſly oppoſe them, and cry out 

they are too warm, and puſh things too far. 

They who never mention with Reſpect and 

Eſteem, the Writers, that with Spirit de- 
fend the Orthodox Faith, when at rhe ſame 

time rhey cry up, or very ſparingly cenſure, 
the Authors of the Arian Side: they, who 

in our preſent Circumſtances, when this 
Anti · ſcriptural Error is propagated with 

great Zeal, Power, and Intereſt, and car- 
ried on with ſuch Succels, as to threaten the 

Kingdom with a Revolution of Faith; are 
altogether ſilent, and refuſe to declare 1 
| Cree 
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Creed they eſpouſe. And they, who will 
not, when earneſtly entreated, for the Peace 
of Chriſtian Churches, remove the Scandal 


they lie under of being erroneous, by an 


obſtinate, and unaccountable Refuſal to 
make a publick Declaration of their Faith ; 
by which Means they may prevent the Sur- 
miſes and Cenſures of the Nation, and re- 
ſtore Peace, Love, and Union among Fel. 
low. Chr iſtians, are juſtly ſuſpected to be 
Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity : For ſince, a 
free and open Declaration of their Principles 
may do much Good, and cannot in this 
Conjuncture do any Harm, whatever it 
might have done a few Years ago; ſince 
the Caſe, I fay, is quite alter'd, and it can- 
not be pretended that any human Form of 
Words is impos'd upon them; while their 
Fellow-Chriſtians that are offended by their 
Silence and Neutrality, and only deſire to be 
gratify'd with the Knowledge of their Opi- 
nion in a Matter of this Importance, in 
what Form of Words they pleaſe, that will 
ſignify clearly their Belief of Chriſt's Deity 
in the ſtrict Senſe : I cannot imagine how 
they can excuſe themſelves, if they are ſin- 
cere and ſound Catholicks. Should it be 
granted that ſo great a Number of Men that 
earneſtly deſire, and entreat them to clear 
up their Character, were weak, and in this 
Point unreaſonable ; yet no leſs a Caſuiſt 
than St. Paul would decide the Diſpute in 
favour of the weak Brother : for he has de- 
clared, that rather than offend a weak Chri- 
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ſtian, he would chuſe not to eat Fleſh as lon 
as he liv'd. Whether therefore they are juſtly 
or unjuſtly ſuſpected, it is certain that ſuſ- 
ected they are, and that by great Num- 
Pars as unſound in the Chriſtian Faith; and 
therefore it is their Duty to declare them- 
ſelves in ſome Expreſſions or other, let em 
chuſe what they pleaſe, that will come up 
to the Senſe of the reform'd Catholicks, re- 
lating to the Article of Chrift's Divinity ; 
and not to lay Stumbling-Blacks in our way, 
and lead us into a ftrong Temptation to be- 


| lieve they are guilty of Hereſy, when it is 


ſo eaſy for them to explain themſelyes, and 
ſo hard to give Reaſon why they do not, It 
is difficult to find out the Meaning, why a 
good Chriſtian ſhould, thus call'd upon, re- 
tuſe to wipe off this Blot that ſticks on his 
Character; nor is it ſufficient, that he ex- 
plain himſelf to a few in private, or to his 
ownCongregation : the Scandal given is pub- 
lick and general, and his Declaration ought 
to be commenſurate to it. Let em therefore 
conlider, why, at this time, they decline the 
giving open and publick Satisfaction to the 


Chriſtian World, that they are Orthodox, as 


to the firſt great Article of the ChriſtianFaith, 
if indeed they are ſo: For till that be done, 
we are juſtify'd, when we conceive a ſtron 

Preſumption, that they are unſound in this 


Point, or at leaſt great Favourers of the 


. 


new Scheme; for, in ſuch a Caſe, their af- 
tected Silence and Neutrality muſt expreſs 
their Conſent : for here, he that is not for 
e. * ho: 
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us is againſt us, he muſt be an Enemy, or a 
very cold Friend. , 


dae ee eee e eee eee 


SECTION II. 


The Growth of the Arian Hereſy in 
a new Dreſs, and the Danger that 
threatens the Orthodox E ſtabliſh- 


ment. 


o' it muſt be ahlow'd, that the o- 
WW pen and ſecret Disbelievers of Chriſt's 
9 Divinity, join with the Atheiſt, 
Infidel, and Libertine, who will all bring in 
their auxiliary Forces to aſſiſt them, hoping 
to find their Account, in ſiding with a Sect 
more popular and powerful than themſelves 
againſt the Orthodox, or Catholicks; yet L 
cannot believe, that in the preſent Conjunc- 
ture, or till the Body of the Clergy and the 
People are brought over to their Opinions, 
and ſo modell'd and diſpos'd as to be willing 
to bring about ſuch a Revolution, they will 

think it proper to attempt the aboliſhing of 
the eſtabliſh'd Faith, and the repealing and 
expunging of the Article of Chriſt's Divinity 
out of the Confeſſions and Liturgy of the 
Church,ſince that Article of our Religion is a 
Part of our Laws and Conſtitution, They can- 
not, Iimagine, think that things are yet ripe 
enough for ſuch an Enterprize. I do not, I muſt 
8 acknow- 
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acknowledge, condemn their Zeal and Induſ. 
try in propagating their Doctrines, which 

are of the higheſt Nature, and which the 
ſeriouſly believe are agreeable to the Goſpel. 
Revelation: and if they ſnould ſtrive to get 
the Civil Government on their ſide, I ſhall 
not cenſure them for it, for this is to act in 
Character and in Conformity to their Max- 
ims: and I ſhall always honour choſe, who, 
with Uprightneſs and Sincericy, conduct 
their Ways agreeably to their Principles. 
But I am concern'd to ſee, that by their ſuc- 
ceſsful Induſtry in making Proſelytes, in an 

Age diſpos'd to a looſe and heretical Wa 
of Thinking, and the ſpreading of their 
Contagion far and wide, they have gain'd ſo 
many, and ſuch powerful Friends, that they 
have no reaſon to deſpair of making a greater 
Figure, and appearing yet more formidable 
to the Orthodox : An hou it happen, that 
in any future Reign, the Monarch upon the 
Throne ſhould embrace their Opinions, and 
a conſiderable Number of Prelates, and great 
Mea ſhould imbibe the ſame Principles, and 
ſo becoming molt acceptable to the Sove- 
reign, ſhould have ſufficient Intereſt to pro- 
more their Friends to all forrs of Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, and Preferments: It 
is not improbable, that in ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces they may get the Catholick Faith abo- 
liſh'd, and their own Hereſy eſtabliſh'd by 
Law. And it is reaſonable to believe that 
this is their Aim, nor do I blame them for 
it; for had I ſeriouſly eſpous'd their Doc- 
| trine, 
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trine, I ſhould think myſelf oblig'd to do 
the ſame; and every honeſt Arias, in his 
turn, will juſtify me for acting in Conformi- 
ty to my own Principles : and I muſt de- 
clare, that I will do whatever is in the lit- 
tle Sphere of my Power to break their Inte- 
reſt, and diſappoint their Hopes. And if the 
reform'd Catholick Clergy and Gentlemen 
would exert themſelves with Life and Vi- 
gour, and engage with becoming Fortitude 
in a Cauſe, which concerns the very Being 
of Chriſtianity, and therefore nearly affects 
eternal Salvation, how ſoon would they 
ſhame and confound their Adverfaries ? 

In the Reign of King James II. when 
we were threaten'd with the Return of Po- 
piſh Superſtition, what a noble Stand, to 
their immortal Praiſe, did our Clergy make? 
What divine Zeal, what heroick Courage, 
what Concern did they expreſs in Defence 
of their Religion, and the Service of their 
Country ? witneſs the divine Diſcourſes full 
of Reaſon, Argument and Eloquence, that 


conſtantly came from the Pulpirs in all Pla- 


ces of this great City! witneſs the Triumphs 
gain'd by our Doftors in Diſputation, and 
learned Conferences, over the Champions of 
the Church of Nose and witneſs the 
Number of accurate Volumes, writ with 
great Spirit and Judgment, by various Hands 
on various Subjects, in Vindication of the 
Proteſtant, and for the Subverſion of the 
Popiſh Doctrines. | 

| Did 
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Did not our Paſtors, at this time, 1mi- 
tate the pious Ardour, and intrepid Re. 
ſolution of Martyrs and Confeflors ; the In- 
duſtry and indefatigable Labour of Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts, and the Zeal and inflexible 
Stedfaſtneſs of Primitive Chriſtians ? At the 
ſame time, the greateſt Part of the Diſſent- 
ing Congregations, and their Leaders, and 
the moſt conſiderable for Learning, Power, 
and Intereſt, notwithſtanding the hard U- 
ſage they complain'd of in the preceding 
Reign, and the Indulgence, and ſpecious 
Pretences of Favour and Kindneſs they met 
with in this; by a wiſe and praiſe-worthy 
Conduct, refus'd to ſtrike in with the Pa- 
piſts, to the Prejudice of the common Inte- 
reſt ot the Proteſtant Cauſe. Now, likewiſe 
did our Lords and Gentlemen in, and out 
of Parliament, make an honourable and 
fucceſsful Oppoſition to the Deſigns of the 
Popiſh Party. | | 
And ſhall not the great Examples of theſe 
Worthies, inſpire and animate our preſent 
Clergy, Lords, and Gentlemen with Spirit, 
Zeal, and Courage to uſe all un-coercive En- 
deayours to guard our Orthodox Faith, and 
preſerve the Church, by diſpelling the Arian 
Storm that gathers apace, hangs black, and 
threatening over our Heads ; and, if not 
prevented with timely Care, may involve 
the Nation in a peſtilent Hereſy ? 

Is not this a growing and faſhionable Sect, 
and are not their Doctrines, at leaſt, as anti- 


chriſtian and pernicious as thoſe of the 
| Church 
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Church of Rome Why then are not the 
firſt oppos d, and encounter d with the ſame 
Zeal and united Force by which the laſt was 
ſuppreſs d? That Church, as before obſer- 
ved, holds the chief Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith, the Doctrine of the Trinity, as well 
as the reſt of the Proteſtant Creed, tho they 
add many other Points of their own;Inven- 
tion; while the Ariaus ſubvert the Founda- 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion, by denying 
one neceſſary. and eſſential Part of it, Tbe 
Deity of Chriſt ; and therefore I ſee-no Rea- 
ſon why we ſhould. be fo civil and complai- 
ſant, as to compliment them with the Ap- 
pellation of Chriſtians, if we mean any thi 


more than Chriſtians in Name, and in a 


looſe equivocal Senſe. The Orthodox, or 
3 believe the Deity of Chr iſt to 
the principal Doctrine of the Goſpel-Re- 
velation, and a neceſſary Part, that conſti- 
tutes Chriſtianity: and therefore the Denial 
of that Article, in their Judgments, mult be 
deſtructive of the Faith; and a Man that 
maintains the Arian Principles, can no more 
be really a Chriſtian, than a dead Body can 
be really a Man, when the Soul, a conſtituent 
eſſential Part of that Species, is ſeparated 
from it. Many well-meaning Perſons, I 
imagine, think favoutably of the Disbelie- 
vers of rhe Deity of Chriſt; and do not ex- 
preſs that Deteſtation of their Principles, 
and make that Oppoſition to the Progress of 
them, as they Would dog were they rhore 
clearly ifm d, that 9 ⁰% ene, 
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to the Orthodox Faith, and repugnant to 


Chriſtlanity. They cannot eaſily believe, as 


T ſaid before, that Neighbours, who join 


with them in their Religious Aſſemblies, 
worſhip God in the ſame Way, are their 


Fellow-Communicants at the Lord's Supper, 


and perhaps the Paſtors that teach them, 
and adminiſter the holy Sacrament to them ; 
can hold ſuch unchriſtian and - pernicious 
Doctrines. They cannot think ſo hardly, or 
perhaps, they will fay, ſo uncharitably of 
their Miniſters, and Neighbours, who com- 
municate wich them in the ſame divine Ser- 


vice, and converſe with them in a Chriſtian 


Manner : and therefore to avoid their being 
mark*d and diſtinguiſh'd as Disbelievers of 
Chriſt's Deiry, is one great Reaſon why 
theſe Men, who have ler go our Faith, hold 
faſt our Communion, and obtrude them- 
ſelves upon Church Aſſemblies, and mingle 
themſelves familiarly with the Orthodox; 
for, by this Means, they more ſugceſsfully 
carty on their Deſigns in diſguiſe, and rob, 
in a Mask, their Neighbours of their Faith. 
Now, that People may be diſabus'd, and 
made to ſtand upon their Guard, they ſhould 
be inform'd of the ſubtle Ways in which 
theſe Perſons lie in wait to deceive. - 


It is remarkable, that this ſpiritual Con- 


tagion has chiefly infected, and taken the 
Heads of young Gentlemen; who not tho- 


roy inſtructed in the Faith, which they 


— and obſerving of themſelves, or 
Xing told by crafty and inſinuating Seducers, 
5 What 
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Hence the near Relations of 
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what the Difficulties are, that attend the 


Orthodox Side of the Queſtion, have, in a 


roundleſs Fright, before they had ſufficient- 
enquir'd, read and conſider'd what might 
alledg'd to eaſe their Minds, by remov- 
ing their Objections; and what greater Dif- 
ficulties they ſhould meet with, on the other 
hand; ruſh'd, with Precipitation, into an 
oppoſite Scheme: To avoid a rough, but 
ſafe Sea, they change their Courſe, and de- 
ſperately run on Rocks and Quickſands. But 
this is no more, than what younger Men 
are obnoxious to; they are apt to think 
that an old- fa ſhion'd Suit of Doctrines, which 
their Great Grandfathers were proud of, can- 
not, in this refin'd Free thinking Age, fit 
well upon a young Gentleman of a polite 
Taſte in Religion, elevated Sentiments, 


and a Mind happily turn'd, both for Wit 
and Argument, Theſe aſpiring at Diſtinc- 


tion, and ambitious of mending the Chriſti- 


an Syſtem, deſpiſe our old ruſty and igno- 


rant Reformers; who, -in their Opinion, 
were very unskilful in correcting the Popifh 
Faith, while they retain'd the worſt Part of 
it, the Doctrine of the Deity of Chrift : 

fuch a Perſon 
cannot but feel uncommon Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction, and congratulate each other upon 
their good Fortune in having a Branch of 
their Family grown up tobe a Wit, one that 
makes a conſiderable Figure among the fine 


Spirits of the Age, and is careſsd and ap- 
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tempt us to ruſh 
by Violence; t 
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new Sentiments. | | 
The Jſincerity of tbe Authors of the. 
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Tho? Priſons, Torment and Death muſt Ct 
be undergone with Patience and Fortitude, w. 
hen we are call'd by divine Providence to gi. 
the Honour of ſuffering for the Cauſe of Re- on 
ligion ;. yet it is not worth a crowding for Br 
neither: There are no Allurements and Ad- it 
vantages in Pains and Penalties, that ſhould,” IF col 


upo 
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plauded by the ingenigus Gentlemen of che fe 


n them, and ſeize them IF ful 


| „at the ſame time, they am 
are not fo formidable and frightful, as ſhould the 
diſarm us of our Reſolution and Conſtancy, MF tri 
and drive us to unwarrantable Shifts and Arts the 
to avoid them; when, by divine Permiſſi-⸗ M: 
on, we are brought to the fiery Tryal. Our ing 
Saviour not only allow d, but directed his no 
Apoſtles and Diſciples to fly e a t 
to another, to eſcape the Fury and Malic 

of their Perſecutors, and to uſe all lawtul I 
Means to preſerve their Lives and Liberties: Kir 
but if they were ſeiz d by Force, and car- 
ry'd before the Magiſtrate's Tribunal, they 
were commanded to confeſs their Saviour 
boldly, and aſſert his Religion in the Face 
of the World, whatever the Event ſhould 
be, They were not then permitted to uſe 
any. ſecret mental "Interpretations and Ex- 
preſſions of a Double-Meaning, to impoſe 
upon the Magiltrate, and conceal their Doc- 
WET Ta, HS ane, het Hoot * trine; 
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trine; nor to take any Teſts, or make any 
Declarations in a different Senſe, than that 
which the Words commonly bear, and which 
was the known Meaning of the Impoſer: 
No, it is evident by their Practice, that 
they judg'd otherwiſe ; for, with undaunted 
Courage and Reſolution, they openly,” and 
without reſerve, declar'd what their Reli- 
gion was; tho that Declaration brought up- 
on them Shame, Tortures, and Death itſelf, 
But had they and their Succeſſors thought 
it lawful to have us'd the ſubtle Diſtinctions, 
colluſive Interpretations, and the Manner of 
ſubſcribing to any Declaration, and taking 
any Teſt with 4 conceaPd Expoſition 'of 
their own Invention, according to the Doc- 
trine and Practice of ſome modern Divines; 
they might have eluded the Sentence of the 
Magiſtrate, and efcap'd the terrible Suffer- 
ings which they choſe to undergo: and then 
no ſuch Things as illuſtrious Confeſſots, and 
a noble Army of Martyrs, had been ever 
known in the World, ny 

It is very wonderful, that in this Reform'd 
Kingdom, the odious and exploded Notions 
of the School of Ignatius, which are plainly 
repugnant to common Honeſty, and deſtruc- 

ive of Societies; I mean, Equivocations, 
and Double-Meanings reſerv'd in the Mind; 
{ſhould be o nly aſſerted and vindicated by 
Proteſtant Caſuiſts : yet this is our Caſe, the 
Patrons of the new-fangled inconſiſtent 
Scheme of the Arian Sect give in to this 
deteſtable Doctrine, and without Heſita- 

8 tion 


54 Adern AklAxs ummask d. 
tion conceal their Opinions in ſpite of all 
Teſts and Subſcriptions, __ n 
Tho' the Arias Faith, and that of our 
modern Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity differ 
not in Subſtance, for the laſt is, in the main, 
the ſame with the firſt; yet it is ſo varied 
by the Embroidery and ſuperficial Works 
of Criticiſm, and inlaid up and down with 
new Chimzras and extravagant Figures, 
Fineries ſuperadded by the late Inventors of 
an ancient Hereſy, that 4riani/m lies bid 
in an artful Diſguiſe, and it becomes dith- 
cult to unmask the Heretick. Numberleſs 
are the Wiles: and double Appearances of 
this Proteay Race, wonderful the various 
Impoſtures, Transformations, and Diſtor- 
tions of theſe. dextrous Shifters of Shape, 
theſe flexible Poſture- Men in Divinity; we 
muſt chaſe theſe Hereticks, theſe wild 
Boars of the Foreſt, that break in and ra- 
vage Chriſt's Vineyard, thro ſecret Retreats, 
thick Metaphyſical Darkneſs, and the im- 
practicable Receſſes of the Schools; we muſt 
fallow them thro Thickets of confus'd No- 
tions, the Brakes and Bryars of intricate Ex- 
poſitions, arbitrary Criticiſm, and new en- 
ſnaring Diſt inctions: we mult, I ſay, un- 
harbour them from theſe Coverts, and 
drive them from all their Haunts and Sub- 
terfuges, before we can come to attack them 
effectually; for here it is more difficult to 
find out, than to overcome the Enemy. 
If we demand of one of theſe Perſons juſt. 
1y ſuſpected of Ariauising Principles, 1 55 
| 1 18 
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his Opinion is of the great Article of Chriſt's 
Divinity, he roundly anſwers, That he, for 
his part, is by no means an Arian; but 
then his Meaning is, that he does not hold 
all the Doctrines of Arius, or, that he does 
not maintain his Opinion concerning Chriſt's 
Deity in the ſame. Manner, and under the 
fame Expreſſions that Arius us'd; and thus 
he gets off, and eludes your Enquiry. Ask 
him if he believes that Chriſt is God, his An- 
ſwer is very ready, that he verily believes he 
is ſo; but he equivocates, for he does not un- 
derſtand by the word God what we do, 
for he takes it not in an abſolute, but a rela- 
tive Senſe; that is, that Chriſt is God by 
Office, a Miniſter or Under-Agent to God 
moſt high in his Government of the World, 
and eſpecially of his Church. Enquire of 
him, if he looks upon our Saviour to be Eter- 
nal, or without Beginning ; he will likewiſe 
conſent to this, but his ſecret Interpretation 
of Eternal and Unbeginning is no more, 
than that the Time or Point of Duration 
cannot be aſſign'd when he began to be. If 

ou demand whether he thinks that Chriſt 
is Omnipotent and Omniſcient, he will an- 
ſwer affirmatively; that is, as he underſtands 
it, Chriſt is Omnipotent and Omniſcient, by a 
delegated Power and Knowledge from God 
moſt high, tho that Interpretation is moſt 
abſurd; for no Being that is not God moſt 
high, is capable of receiving infinite Perfec- 
tions, for that would infer a Plurality of 
Gods, in the abſolute and higheſt Senſe of 
875 g the 
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the Word. Would you know whether he 
acknowledges Chriſt to be God moſt high, 
of [neceſſary Exiſtence, and unproduced by 
the Operation of the Will or Power of the 
Father, this he will by no means allow; 


Would you know whether he believes him a 


Creature or a made Being, this-likew iſe he 
will deny: what then can he be, but a mid 
dle or intermediate Being, between the eter- 
nal and moſt high God, Creator of all 
Things, and a Being that is produc'd by 
his free Will, that is a Creature? which is 
2 Flight of Philoſophy ſuperior to common 
Senſe, and which puts all Reaſon out of 
Countenance, Let theſe ſolemn Triflers in 
facred Things, when preſs'd wich this unſur- 
mountable Difficulty in their New Scheme, 
endeavour, by the Abuſe of a little Greał, 


and a great Cloud of imperrinent Metaphy- 


ſicks, to defend their grave and ſcholaltick 
Inconſiſtencies. By this Conduct, they imi- 
tate the impious Philoſopher Epicurut; 
who, reſolving that the World ſhould ha ve 
its Origin without the Help of any Artifi- 
cer, ſuppos'd that his primitive ſelf- exiſtent 
Atoms had all a ſtrait Motion downwards 
by their native Weight, and then N their 
Rencounters and various Complications, as 
he affirm'd, they form'd all mix'd and com- 
d Bodies: But then reflecting that if 

all his Atoms had a ftrait and direct Mo- 
tion, they could never meet and ſtrike up- 
on each other, from which Concourſe and 
conſequent Colliſions his Worlds were o 
2 ar lle, 
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ariſe, to cure this terrible Flaw in his Syſ- 


tem, he invented another Motion, that was 


neither ſtrait nor oblique, but quaſi oblique, 
not quite, but almoſt as it were oblique 1 


In like manner theſe great Philoſophers and 


profound Divines, to heal the aping Wound 
In their new Scheme, intro | 
who is not the Supreme and un-miniſterial 
Creator; nor yet a Creature, but an inter- 
mediate Agent, who is not altogether and 
full out, but, as it were, very near and al- 
moſt God moſt high. Thus while theſe 
Wiſe Maſters furbiſh up the old Syſtem of 
Arius, adorn it with treſh Embelliſhments, 


uce à Being, 


and refine it with curious Inventions, they 


make it not only obſcure, but unintelligible, 


and add Nonſenſe to Impiety. ht 
_ Theſe Gentlemen follow the bold and en- 


N Genius of the celebrated Maſters 


of the Grecian. Schools, whoſe Pride and 


Vain-glory was ſuch, that they thought they 
had god Learning enough to defend the 


moſt' abſurd Paradox, and endeavoùr'd to 


diſtinguiſh themſelves from the low and con- 
fin'd Thinkers, by maintaining repugnant 


and incompatible Doctrines. Zeno and his 
Stoick Succeſlors, to the moral Syſtem of 
Philoſophy taught by Sxcrates, added the 
Doctrine of irreſiſtible Fate, a Power ſupe- 
rior to that of the Gods themſelves ; arid by 


_ this means maintain'd, as our N 
Philoſopher Mr. Hobbes has done, Neceſſi- 
ty and Liberty both together; and inſtead of 


governing the Paſſions, taught their Scholars 
ane gur 
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quite to extinguiſh them, that they might 
. NOK cealing to be Men. 47. 
ſtotle took a Fancy to make the World Eter- 
nal, and, at che ſame time, to aſſert rhe Ex- 
iſtence of one ſupreme and other ſubordinate 
Gods; for whom however he had not the 
leaſt Occalion, having nothing for them. ro 
do: who therefore, by his Indulgence, were 
exempt from all Care and Concern, and left 
to pals their Hours in everlaſting Oſciration 
and Indolente. After he had aſſerted the 
Eternity of the World, to aſſert likewiſe the 
Being of Gods, who l d no hand in mak- 
ing or governing of it, was impertinent: 
Bat the Hagyrite would maintain both, ei- 
ther to eſcape the Name of an Atheiſt, or to 
ſhow that thete is nothing ſo inconſiſtent and 
abſurd, which a great Philoſopher cannot 
lay down and defend; and the greater the 
Difficulty is, the greater was tfought the 
Honour. Nor did Democritus and his Fol- 
lowers, undertake. a more eaſy, Task, as if 
they look'd upon a Scheme of Philoſophy as 
jejune, dry, and unworthy of a great Maſter, 
les it abounded with Abſurdities. This, 
I ſay, was the Pride and Vaineglory of the 
Wits of Greece ; and, in my Opinion, the 
Undertaking of che Gentlemen of the new 
Sontiments, is as raſh and hardy, and ma 
be ſuſpected to riſe from the ſame Principle. 
By what has been ſaid, it appears bow diffi- 
cult it is by any Queſtions to fix theſe flip- 
ery Gentlemen; who, being conſummate 
Matters of the Arts of Evaſion, plot, and 
6d | wind, 
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wind, and turn Nehouſand Ways, to prevent 
their being unmask'd, and made to appear 
openly in their proper Colours: and in this 
they furpaſs their greateſt Predeceſſors, who 
nevertheleſs were eminent for their Dexteri- 
ty in diſappointing their Adverſaries, and 
preventing the Detection of their real Senti- 
ments about this great Article of Chriſt's 
Deity. Theſe Men muſt ſurely have a per- 
verſe Anti-Genius to Truth, à ſtrong Biaſs 
to Notions out of the way, and a wonderful 
Facility of deviating into Hereſy. | 
SET BO ITT 
Greater. Eſau in the Scheme. 8 
the Diobelie vers than in that of the 
Belir vers of Chriſt's Deity. © 


r muſt be acknowledg'd, that the 
118 Article of the real and abſolute 
Divinity of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
God manifeſt. in the Pleſh, in oppoſi- 
tion to the relative Senſe of God by Of- 
fice, is certainly a great Myſtery of God- 
lineſs or Religion, if We reſpect the Manner 
of the eſſential Union of three adorable Per- 
ſons in one Godhead: But if this ſublime 
Myſtery be look'd upon as an Object of Re- 
velation, it will then, as to the Certainty of 
it, be nd wonderful Thing ; for what God 
declares concerning his own Nature, who 
reer H 2 22 alone 
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alone.knows it, muſt be true, and-thoſe ta 
whom he declares it, ought. to believe his 
Revelation without Diffidence or Heſita- 
tion; and tho it is true that che moſt clear 
Ka” capacious Underſtanding cannot com- 
prehend and explain the Mode how one God 
exiſts in three diſtinct Perſons, yet it is 
as true, that if this Article is reyeald. by 
him, it is the indiſpenſable Duty of Men 


tq believe it, tho they cannot conceive how] 


it can be ſo: for we believe, upon certai 

Grounds, the Exiſtence of a Multitude o 

Things, the Manner of whoſe Exiſtence we 
cannot penetrate or comprehend, We be- 
lieve God's Eternity and Immenſity, but are 
unable to form any poſitive equal Idea af 
either. We believe, that by his Omnipo- 
tent Power, he created the World aut of 
nothing; yet it confounds all human Fa- 
culties to conceive how Beings ſhould be 
made, other wiſe than from Pre- exiſtent Mat: 
ter: and we readily acknowledge, that ma- 
ny Things there are, tho we are altogether 


ignorant how they are. 4 
The Catholick, or Auti-Arian, relying on 
the Unerring Authority of Divine Revela. 
tion, believes, that the Son of God is equal 
with the Father in Power and Glory, and 
With Him and the Holy Spirit is the one 
eternal and moſt high God; tho, at the 
ſame time, he acknowledges, that he can- 
not graſp and unfold this Divine Myſtery, 
which is the Object of his Belief : and 
this is no more, than is found to be true in 


4 


N * 5 
k 1s * , 


Modern ARtans unmaskd.” 61 
a thouſand other Inſtances. Not only the 
Divine Attributes, eſpecially God's Immen- 
ſity and Eternity before mention d, but every 
Creature in Heaven and Earth, the Air and 
Sea; not only the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
but every Inſect and Grain of Matter, do, 
not only in reſpect of their ariſing by Crea- 
tion out of nothing, but in reſpe& of their 
Structure and Compolition, their ſpecifick 
Differences and eſſential Properties, elude' 
the Search of the moſt i RL Enquirer, 
and ſurpaſs the Comprehenlion of the wiſeſt 
Philoſopher ; and yet of their Exiſtence we 
have no doubt. 

Let us, on the other hand, enumerate 
the many inſuperable Difficulties, that the 
Disbeliever of Chriſt's Deity muſt encounter. 
He muſt, in the firſt place, according to the 
chief Doctors of the New Scheme, believe, 
that there is an intermediate Being between 
the moſt high God, the undelegated and 
unminiſterial Creator of the World; and a 
meer Creature, one that is in à conſiderable 
Degree a made Being, yet not altogether 
and full out; but, as it were, and almoſt, 
God ina ſtrict and abſolute Senſe. He muſt 
believe, that a Finite Being was capable of 
being poſſeſs'd of and endow'd with Infinite 
PerteQions communicated to him, that he 
might be enabled ta create the Univerſe, 
which Infinite Perfect ions, would make him 
faual to the moſt. High, and infer a Plura- 


ity gf Gods, nor would Omnipotence then 


He 


e an incommunicable Attribute. 
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He muſt believe that Chriſt, who, in his 
Judgment, is not Infinite Eternal God, may 
be an Object of Divine Worſhip; and that 
he might juſtly receive Adoration, as he did 
from the Man born bliad to whom ke gave 
Sight, even before any Command was ac- 
knowledg'd by the 7s to be given for 
ſuch Adoration: and if Men and Angels 
were enjoin'd to worſhip him, it is a 
clear Argument that he was endow'd with 
unlimited Perfections, otherwiſe he mult 
have been an Object uncapable of receiving 
that Supreme Honour, as before has been 
aſſerted. ne Ee 
And if the Gentlemen of the Arianiging 
Scheme, as well as the S$ocinians, deny the 
Satisfaction of Chriſt in the Senſe of the 
Orthodox, as their Principles lead em to do; 
then he who follows ſuch Guides, muſt believe 
that Chriſt did not lay down his Life to ran- 
ſom Man from everlaſting Death, that he 
made no Satisfaction to atone offended Juſ- 
tice, nor that he dy'd a Sacrifice for Sin: for 
he had no Sin of his own, and the Arian is 
ſuppos'd not to believe that he dy'd in the 
ſtead, or for the Sins of others; he muſt 
believe then, that he dy*d without Cauſe or 
any valuable Conſideration; for if it was 
not to make Propitiation for our Sins by ſuf- 
fering in our room, for what other End and 
Purpoſe did he ſuffer? Did he die only to 
make good a Prediction? If it be ſaid it was 
to ſer before his Diſciples an Example of 
great Patience, that ſeems a low and jejuſſe 
| 4 | SE: 
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Scheme of our Redemption, a Scheme un- 
; | worthy of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
£ | compared with that of the Anti- 4rian, in 
1 | which it is ſuppos'd, that the Son of God, 
e | equal with rhe Father in Power and Glory, 
from his own free Compaſſion, took upon 
him our Nature, ſuffer'd the Death of tlie 
Croſs; a Suffering fully equivalent to the 
1 that Man had deſerved, or, at 

aſt, ſuch as Almighty God was pleaſed to 
accept as Expiatory, that Man might be 
put into a State of Salvation, if he com- 
ply'd with the rea ſonable Terms of the ) 
New Covenant. Now this gives us a great 
F and elevated Idea of God's Wiſdom and 
e | Goodneſs, Holineſs and Juſtice; it raiſes 
e || our. Admiration, and furniſhes our Minds 
; | with an Argument for the higheſt Strains of 
e | Love and Gratitude. He muſt believe, thar 
\- | when the fad-Night before the publick ig- 
je | nominious Death of our Saviour, the Sor- 
{C | rows of Death took hold upon him; that 
r | when in his dreadful Agony he ſweated 
is | Drops of Blood, when his Soul was fill'd 
je | with Horrot and Amazement, and an Angel 
t | was ſent from Heaven to comfort and fup- 
jr port him under this terrible Conflict; and 
as that after, when in his dying Strife upon 
f. the Croſs, he ery*d out, My God! my God! 
d | hy haft thou forſaken me ? That when 
o the Sun was eclipsd by miraculous Power, 
as | the Veil of the Temple rent, the Earth 
of | Tthook, the opening Graves releas'd their 
ic | Dead: n, I fay, theſe prodigious and 
0 ama- 
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amazing Events, accompany'd with the dy- 
ing Pangs of the Redeemer, inſomuch as 
the Centurion that ſtood by cry'd out, 
Ferily this was the Son of God! that there | 
was nothing more in this aſtoniſhing Trage- p 
dy, that was attended with ſuch mighty | ; 
Wonder, and {tupendous Miracles, but only N 
t0 exhibit a Scene of Patience under great 
Sufferings. | n a 
But if he ſuppoſes that Chriſt, a produc'd ; 
Being in his Opinion, made Satisfaction 8 
and paid a Ranſom for Mankind; he muſ þ 
then believe that a Creature's Sufferings en 
were of ſuch Value and Virtue, as to ex- 4 
piate the Guilt of the whole World, and ſe- f 
cure the Honour of God's Government, g 
Juſtice, and Deteſtation of Sin; nd that 
therefore he Would accept of this Sacrifice 
of one Creature as a ſufficient Atonement, 1 
and Propitiation for the Guilt of an infinite 
Number of others. Coen th 
Numbers of the modern Disbelievers of {© 
Chriſt's Deity imagine, that he livd and in 
dy'd only to illuſtrate, refine, and enforce 
the Light of Reaſon, or the moral Law: ar 
Now the moral Law enjoins Men to pre- PD 
ſerve their Lives from the Rage and Vio- de 
lence of their Enemies, if by lawful Means I Þ; 
it is in their power ſo to do; and even our un 
Saviour, by a poſitive Law, commands his te 
Diſciples not i to ruſh on Pains and Þ gf 
Sufferings, but to fly from one City to ano- im 


ther, to eſcape the Fury of their Perſecu- 
tors; notwithſtanding, that had they not er, 
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betaken themſelves to flight, but yielded 
themſe]ves up to the Power of their Enemies, 
they might have ſhewn great Examples of 
patient Suffering. Our Saviour therefore, in 


the Inſtance of his Death, when he might 


eaſily have eſcaped; for he told them, 
that if he pray'd for it, an Hoſt of Angels 
would be ſent to reſcue him from the cruel 
Zews In this Caſe, Ifay; he is fo far from 
improving the moral Law, that enjoins 
Self-Preſervation by all lawful Means, that 
he acts in direct Oppoſition to it, which ſurely 

uſt be upon ſome more important Motive 
and for ſome higher End, than meerly to 


ſnew an Example of Patience; for, I ima» 


gine, theſe Gentlemen themſelves would not 
have juſtify'd the Apoſtles if they had run 
upon the Magiſtrate's Sword, and thrown 


_ themſelves upon the Croſs meerly to give an 
Example of Submiſſion. Nor does it appear, 


that they ever out of choice, ſuffer'd Impri- 
ſonment, Torments, and Death, when it was 
in their Power to avoid them. 333 7 

He muſt believe, that the infinitely juſt 
and good God decreed, to puniſh with 
Death, an excellent and innocent Perſon, his 
dearly beloyed and only Son, for no other 
End, than to ſhow how patiently he could 
undergo Pain and Torment, which muſt 
tempt Men to à harſh and unamiable Idea 
of God, and to heſitate about his equal and 
impartial Juſtice. l . 

He muſt believe, that our bleſſed Redeem- 
er, who, in his Opinion, is not God molt 
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high, was-not fo much as an honeſt and ſin- 
cere Man, in not dilabuſtag and unde- 
caving the Fews, who cry'd out, that he 
blaſphem'd when he made himfelt God. 

He muſt believe, that our Saviour, when 
he promis'd that his Spirit ſhould lead his 
Diſziples into all Truth, and that the Gates 
of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt his 
Church, has really deluded them. 

He muſt condemn the Heathen World, 
as guilty of Idolatry, in worſhipping more 
Subordinate Gods, and one Supreme; and, 
at the ſame time, acquit the Disbelievers 
of the Deity of Chriſt, tho they exactly do 
the ſame thi 
He muſt allow, that if any Biſhop in this 
Reform'd Church, and Realm, ſhould diſ- 
believe the Deity of Chriſt, and embrace 
the 4/147 or the Modern Scheme, this Pre- 
late might, with a ſafe Conſcience, confer 
Holy Orders on Perſons; who, as he knows, 
profeſs the Orthodox Belief: and therefore, 
according to his Principles, muſt be Here- 
ticks and Idolaters; and that hkewiſe he 


might, without Blame, confirm Perſons in 


a Faith contrary to his own. 

Theſe, and many more ſuch Difficulties 
muſt he, that denies the Deity of ' Chriſt, 
overcome and, if he can do ſo, he has no 
rea ſon to fear, that his Belief is not capaci- 
ous enough, to receive Opinions encumber'd 
with the reateſt Abſurdicies, tho it were 
that of Tranſubſtantiation itſelf. On the 
other hand, the Orthodax Chriſtian has on- 


ly, 
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ly, or chiefly to ſtruggle with the ſacred 
Myſtery of three Perſons in one Godhead: 
Now, allowing that he cannot conceive how 
this Thing can be, yet, if Divine Revelation 
declares that the Thing is fo, he is not obli- 
ged or concerned to know how it. is ſo. 

We all believe, that God moſt high is ſelf- 
exiſtent, that is, exiſtent without a Cauſe ; 
yet it is impoſſible to conceive how he can 
thus exiſt. We believe, as ſaid above, his 
Infinite Attributes, which how ſoever exceed 
our Comprehenſion: and is not his intrin- 
ſick Nature yet more unſearchable ? And 
can it be known hut by Divine Revelation? 
We clearly comprehend the Reaſon, why 
we ſhould believe the Revelation, tho we 
cannot comprehend the Thing reveal'd. Be- 
ſides, What is more- unintelligible than Cre- 
ation of Beings out of nothing? What more 
inexplicable than the Union of the Soul, a 
ſpiritual Being, with a Material Body? 
Does not the Coheſion of the Particles of 
Matter, and the other difficult Phænomena 
mention'd by Mr. Gi/znvit in his Scopfes $ci- 
entifica, belides a thouſand more that might 
be nam'd, diſtreſs and. confound the moſt 
penetrating Judgment, and pat all Reaſon, 
Learning, and Philoſophy to a ſtand ? And 
yet we have no doubt of the Exiſtence of 


theſe Objects, how, ſuperior foever they are 


to our intellectual Faculties. 
I would here obſerve, that very probably 
Men, who are tender of the Miau Intereſt ; 
and tho, perhaps they are not entirely * 
- cr 


68 Aſodern ARIANs unmas bd 


der that Denomination, yet are far gone in 
that heretical Taſte, and are fond of recon- 
ciling Light and Darkneſs, the New Scheme 
and Orthodoxy ; will cenſure ſome Poſitions 
in this Writing, and fay that they are at- 
tended with uncharitable, rigorous, and cru- 
el Conſequences, by making Arians and 
Anti- Arians look upon one another as He- 
reticks and Idolaters, and cauſing a terrible 
Separation in the Church. For anſwer to 
this, I refer the Objector to our pious Refor- 
mers, and the Principle they went upon, 
when they renounc'd the Church of Rome: 


And farther yet, the Imputation of too ſe- 


vere and uncharitable Conſequences from 
the Doctrine I have aſſerted, muſt be re- 
mov*d from that Doctrine, and charg'd up- 
on the Founder of our Holy Religion, who 
has forbidden Communion with Hereticks 
and Idolaters. 8. nenn 


Impious and Heretical Opinions, by 

their own Guilt, and as they are 
productive of wicked and flagitious 
Manners, bring down great fudg- 


* 


ments upon a Nation. 


F Will now lay before thoſe Gentlemen, 
who, not infected with HereticalNotions, 
maintain however /a ſupine Infittivity, and 


ſerene Indolence, while this fundatnental 
Error exerts its malignant and pernicious 


Eflicacy, which it has in common with all 


c here: 


Modern Axl As unmaskd. 69 
heretical and irreligious Principles, in bring- 
ing deſtructive Calamities upon their Coun- 
try; that by this means they may be a- 
waken'd from their drowſy Indifference, 
and excited to oppoſe with Zeal and Vi- 
gour, the Progreſs of this dangerous and 
unchriſtian Doctrine, that gains ſo much 
upon the Kingdom. x 

After the Reſtoration of King Charles IT. 
to the Throne of his Anceſtors, great Num- 
bers of Gentlemen, diſguſted with the Hy- 
poeriſy of many, who, in the Times of the 
Uſurpation, carry'd on deteſtable Deligns 1 
under the Mask of Religjon, began to have 
all Things Sacred and divine, in great Con- 
tempt, The Streams of Impiety and Un- 
belief, which broke out at firſt from a few” 
Springs, multiply'd by Degrees, and great- 
ly encreaſed in that and the three ſucceſſive 
Reigns : and while in their Progreſs they 
took in new Branches, and continual Sup- 
ay they at length ſwell'd ſo high, as to 
ear down all Oppoſition. The Statutes made 
to diſcourage and reſtrain the formidable 
Growth of this great Evil, being impotent 
and lifeleſs without Aſſiſtance, and unable 
to execute themſelves, availed little or no- 
thing for the ſuppreſſing of it, till now a 
11 of Profaneneſs and Immorality has, 
in a fad degree, ſwept away Religion, and 
laid waſte all ſocial Vertues. We have a 
demonſtrative Evidence of the exorbitant 
and uncontrouPd Power of irreligious Prin- 
ciples, from the Declarations and Practices 


of 
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of the preſent Times, in which many not 
only deny the Exiſtence of the Divine Be- 
ing, and Multitudes expoſe the Chriſtian 
Revelation, and deride the Profeſſors of it; 
but Infernal Aſſemblies, and impious Cabals, 
ate formed on purpoſe to affront Religion, 
to inſult the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
ridicule his Terrors, and ſport with ever. 
laſting Torments; where the Miſcreant, 
that, inſpir'd by the Prince of Darkneſs, in- 
vents any extraordinary and ſurprizing Strain 
. of Blaſphemy, and expreſſes his Hatred and 
Abhorrence of Sacred Things, in a new and 
unheard-of Turn of Profaneneſs, receives 
the Compliments and Applauſe of the Com- 
pany. | Sallies of Wit and Raillery, with 
which. former Scofters uſed to expoſe Reli- 
gion, {cem now. to be a flat and. inſipid En- 
tertainment; the Converſation that . pleaſes 
theſe Monſters of Impiety, mult be rais d 
and feaſon'd with Ingredients that, manifeſt 
Satanical Malice and Rage againſt God and 
his Worſhippers ; ſomething that no godleſs 
Mind ever conceived, nor any profane 
Mouth ever utter'd before, Theſe Men 
ſeem reſolv'd to confute by their Example, 
what has been often a ffirmed, That no Man 
is compleatly wicked in this Life, as none is 
compleatly good, while they ſeem to aim at 
that accompliſhed and perfect Wickedneſs, 
that {hall ſcarce be capable of Addition in 
a State of Damnation. 
As the impious and heretical Opinions, 
and vicious Manners of the late Reigns, 
| Were 
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were puniſh'd from Heaven by various pub- 
lick Sufferings, Fire, Sword, and Peſtilenee; 
ſo 1 believe all, who own and worſhip a 
Divine Being, and acknowledge his Provi- 
dence, will, upon due Reflection, conclude 
that this enormous Height of Vice, this in- 
ſolent Impiety, perhaps the greateſt that 
was ever practis'd in any Nation, where 
any Scheme of Religion was part of their 
Laws and Conſtiturion, from the Creation 
of the World to this Time, has produc'd an 
Effect as extraordinary, and as unexampled 
as the Cauſe itſelf; I mean, the publick Ca- 
lamity, and great Confuſion in which the 
Nation is involv'd, of which I diſcours'd in 
my former Writing: and here I ſhall only 
add, that I cannot but declare, that the de- 
teſtable Principles, and corrupt Manners of 
Men, have provok'd Almighty God, who 
will not always let Mea trifle with his Pa- 
tience, deſpiſe his Goodneſs, and affront his 
Juſtice, without expreſſing his Reſentment, 
to inflict this heavy Judgment upon ſuch a 
guilty People. Let profane Mockers ſpeak 
what they pleaſe, T muſt always think that 
this Judgment upon Great-Britarn, came 
immediately from the Hand of God, for the 
Puniſhment of National Guilt : for I cannot 
ſee what Interpoſit ion of ſecond Cauſes could 
bring about that aſtoniſhing Deluſiou, and 
unaccountable Infatuation, which produced 
this terrible Calamity, that like a violent 
Earthquake has ſhaken the whole Iſland. 


Tho 
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Tho this heavy Judgment has diſtreſs'd, 
there is no great Appearance that it has 
much reform'd the unhappy Sufferers; ma- 
ny are indeed made poorer, but how few 
are become better? and therefore is there 
not juſt Ground to fear what we have righ- 
teouſly deſerved, that yet more dreadful 
Sufferings may follow this, which has been 
ineffectual to reclaim a People inflexible and 
harden'd in Iniquity. Our Government and 
Religion has been long preſerv'd to us by a 
continu'd Train of Miracles, as every one 
will grant, that reflects on the Hiſtory of 
England tor Thirty Years paſt; yet the 
ſeaſonable and ſurprizing Interpolitions of 
Providence for our Protection, have ſcarce- 
ly been more wonderful than our Ingrati- 
tude: and is it reaſonable to expect that 
Miracles ſhould be always repeated in our 
favour? As that would change the very 
Nature of a Miracle, by making its Court: 
conſtant, fo would it prove that the juft 
Judge of the World will for ever ſpare the 
Guilty. It is much more probable, as more 
agreeable to his Juſtice, that if his paſt Pu- 
niſhments are uncapable of reforming a 
prolfligate Generation, that then ſeverer 
Chaſtiſements will be employ'd; his Arm is 
never too weak, either to ſave or puniſh: 
have we not Reaſon then to fear that Al- 
mighty God, incens'd by our incorrigible 
Obſtinacy, and continued Provocations; will 
pour out upon us the eldeſt Vials of his 
Wrath, and yet ſtronger Lees of his Ven- 
| geance ? 
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geance? May we not apprehend, that even 
now he is preparing his Inſtruments of 
Death, that he is bending his Bow, and fit- 
ting his Arrows on his Strings; that he is 
whetting his glittering Sword, and will ſoun 
litt up his Arm to iaflict yet wider and 
deeper Wounds, than thoſe we have alre: 
felt? And will not the Event be ſad, if he 
ſhall find it more eaſy to deſtroy, than to 
reclaim us? | hne cee els 

Should they, who have no Veneration for 
a Divine Being, nor Taſte of Piety, and who 
believe that all Virtue ariſes from the regu- 
lar and juſt Adminiſtration of Civil Govern- 
ment, and not from Religion, expoſe this 
Diſcourſe ; I ſhall ſnew no more regard to 
theſe Perſons, who being deſtitute dt a Di- 
vine Principle, are entirely uncapable of 
judging about Things of this Nature, than 
Iwould do to a blind Man, who ſhould de- 
ride me for telling him that I perceiv'd 
Light and diſtinguiſh'd Colours; or an un- 
happy Lunatick, that ſhould mock and ri- 
dicule me in his way, for pretending to a 
ſound Mind, and the Exerciſe of Reaſon. 
But it is to be hoped, that Gentlemen, who 
have not ſo far thrown off the Religious 
Prejudices of their Education, and given 
in ſo much to the prevailing Principles of 
Impiety, as to renounce the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion, as well as thoſe, who are not ſo confir- 
med and deplorable Libertines in Practice, 
who wiſh the Stability and Honour-of the 
Government, and the flouriſhing State of 
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their Country, Will be of a conttary Mind: 
For ſhould we continue in this ſtupid and 
inſeaſible Condition, yet louder Thunder, 
and more dread ful Storins of Vengeance, may 
from time to time be uſed to gwaken us, till 
we are waſted witli repeated Judgments, or 
puny left to conſume and deſtroy our - 
OS 50305%H S007 300 HIW DAT < 3% 

But ſome perhaps may ask, To what does 
this Diſcourſe tend? Does this affect the 
Arias Controverſy? I anſwer, very much; 
I do not mean as an Argumentation to de- 
monſtrate the great Error of this Hypothe- 
ſis, but as a Repreſentation of its malignant 
and pernicious Nature, which it has, as I 
have ſaid, in common with damnable Here- 
ſies, and Atheiſtical Opinions, that by their 
own intrinſick Guilt, and as they are produc- 
tive of corrupt and wicked Manners, bring 
down Divine Judgments upon a degenerate 
People. And this I have done, that the Or- 
thodox part of the Nation may ſhake off 
their calm Laodicean Unconcernedneſs, and 
employ their utmoſt Zeal and Diligence, ta 
ſtop the ſpreading of theſe Antichriſtian Prin- 
ciples, out of Love to their Native Country, 
which impious and unſcriptural Opinions 
threaten with publick Calamity. It is very 
certain, that prevailing Vice and Corruption 
are deſtructive of the Peace and Welfare of 
any People, abſtracted from the intellectual 
Guilt of irreligious and heretical Doctrines: 
but how can Vice and Corruption of Man- 
gers ho removed, while pernieious Ppctrines 
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are ſo much profeſs'd, and ſind ſuch power- 

ful Patrons? For while ſuch Opinions are 
favoured and encouraged, they will Wan 


their fatal Influence, poiſon the Minds; an 


blaſt the Morals of the People: for it is not 
to be doubted, but the Practices of Men will 
bear a Conformity to their Judgments and 
Articles of Belief. Since therefore the violent 
Torrent of Vice, and flagitious Manners, is 
in ſo great a meaſure derived from the pre- 
vailing Power of impious and heretical Prin- 
ciples, in order to reform the Nation, and 
revive our languiſhing, if not expiring Piety, 
it is neceſſary that theſe Opinions ſhould be 
attack d with Vigour, by the Clergy and 
Laymen of all Denominations, in their re- 
ſpective Stations, and according to their vas 
rious Talents and Abilities, that ſo a Check 
may be given to their Growth, leſt they 
ſpread their Contagion over the whole King- 
dom, - And: ſhould not, in reaion, thoſe who 
hav evidently caught this Spiritual Plague, 
ze excluded from Commerce and religious 
Fellowſhip with the Sound ? And ſhould nor 
thoſe who are violently. ſuſpected, becauſe 
they frequent the Company of infected Per- 
ſons, and fly from wholeſpme, into unhealth- 
ful Air, and mingle out of Choice with thoſe 
who have the malignant Spots and Tokens 
out upon them, be obliged to perform Qua- 
rent ineʒ to undergo Examination, and give 
an account of their healthful State, before 
— Wert to haye free Communion 
Witli the Uninfected? yy 
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While the Heretick and the Irreligious 
ate thus vigorouſſy aſſaulted, and Men in 
Power join their Authority with the ardent 
Zeal, and pious Labours of the Clergy, eſ- 
pecially thoſe of the higheſt Station; while 
inferior Magiſtrates, by the-ready Execution 
of the Laws againſt Profaneneſs and flagiti- 
ous Manners, and by the yet greater Power 
of their own Example, vindicate Religion, 
and reſtrain wicked Practices; while Socie- 
ties for Reformation of Manners, who pur- 
ſuing the worthy End of their Inſtitution 
with Zeal, Fortitude, and unwearied Ap- 
plication, expoſe themſelves to Hatred, Con- 
tempt, and Violence, are not diſcouraged 
and brow- beaten, but favour'd and ſuppor- 
ted by their Superiors either in Rank or In- 
tereſt, and animated to carry on, with Vi- 
gour, their honourable Deſigns, that promote 
the Glory of God, and countermine the Con- 
trivances of the vigilant Enemy of Mankind; 
and laftly, while private Perſons, having at 
heart the 'Honour of the Divine Being, and 
the :Jatereſts of Chriſtianity, the Security of 


the Government, and the Felicity of their 


Country, as well as their own outward Pro- 
ſperity, and inward Peace, according to their 
ſeveral Capacities and Endowments, labour 
to retrieve the Reputation and Dignity of 


Religion, to keep deſpiſed Vertue in Coun- 


tenance, and bring Impiety and Vice into 
Diſcredit and Contempt; that a Man of 
Principles and unblemiſh'd Probity, may no 
longer continue a By- word and a ſeſt, nor be 
107 * reviled 
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reviled and pointed at by impious Wits, and 
ſcoffing Libertines, as Fools or Monſters: 
While, I fay, ſuch an excellent and glorious 
Deſigu is ſet. on foot, and carried on with 
Zeal, great Hope may be conceived that it 
may be accompanied with an extraordinary 
Effuſion of the Divine Spirit, to enlighten 
Mens Minds, and change their Hearts; and 
then baniſh'd Virtue may be brought back 
in Triumph, Avarice and Opprefhon, Bri- 
bery and Corruption, Falſehood and Injuſ- 
tice, may be expoſed to Shame, and cover'd 
with Confuſion: then may a generous Pub- 
lick Spirit, and Love to our Country, revive 
among us; Juſtice, Probity, Benevolence, 
Temperance, and Frugality, may come in- 
to faſhion, and prevail in their turn over 


the contrary Vices: then may our Credit 


be reſtor'd, while Vertue and Honeſty ſhall 
lay the Foundation of mutual Confidence ; 
and then may our Commerce flouriſh, and 
our Strength by Land and Sea grow ſtill 
more formidable, till our Lofſes'are repair'd, 
and our languiſhing Country recovers her 
former Vigour. * . I 
And now, before I conclude, let me expoſ- 
tulate with the Gentlemen who have tho- 
roughly eſpous'd the New Sentiments, and 
thoſe who, tho they declare for the Ortho- 


dox Side, yet think that this Point of Chriſt's 


abſolute Divinity, is not of ſo great moment, 
that it ſhould create any Separation of the 
Orthodox from their Adverſaries; whence; 
by retaining Hereticks and Idolaters in the 

7 Boſom 
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Boſom of the Church, and admitting them 
to religious Fellowſhip, they make the Com. 
mand of Chriſt of no effect. I addreſs my- 
ſelf chiefly-to: the younger Aians, or New. 
Thinkers, for T have little Reaſon to hope, 
that the veteran and confirm'd Leaders of 
the Party, ho reflect on themſelves with 
the particular Pleaſure and Satisfaction of 
Founders af 4 new Sect, or, at leaſt; Revi. 
vers of an old one, are concern'd for their 
Honour, and fondly ambitious of enlarging 
their Heretical Empire, by making more 
Proſelytes, or that any of — Diſ- 
ciples will be reclaimed from their Error 
by any Arguments that I can produce, tho 
ever ſo convincing and conclulive : but the 
e ſort, not being ſo hard and inflexi- 
e, may be receptive of Impreſſion from the 
Force of Reaſon. I earneſtly, Gentlemen, 
then deſire of you to conſider this Subject 
with an equal and unprejudicd Mind, to 


weigh it with that Concern and Attention, 


that the Dignity and Importance of it yult- 
iy demand: Both your Duty and Intereſt 
oblige you to apply yourſelves with the 
greateſt Care, to the Study of à Point, 
which concerns your Eternal Salvation, 
Lentreat you therefore, to weigh impartial- 
ly che Difficulties on either ſide, and let not 

eit, Vanity, or Prepoſſeſſion be caſt in- 
to the Scale to affect the Balance, Contem- 
plate, with due Deliberation, the great Diff 
culties you muſt contend with; ſome of which 
Thave enumerated, before you can bring . 
old ver 
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ver your Reaſon to the Scheme of the New 
Thinkers: and here I will add one more; 
that is, That if you eſpouſe their Doctrine] 
you muſt believe that Paſtors of Churches, 
and Congregations, who embrace the neu- 
Arianizing Hypotheſis, may, without the 
leaſt Guilt, let their People go on in the Pro- 
feſſion and Practice of Idolatry, in worſhip- 
ping Chriſt as God moſt high, without ever 
admoniſhing them of their groſs and perni- 
cious Error. If the Article be of ſmall Im- 
rtance, why do they labour with ſo much 
eal, to propagate their Opinions? If it be 
a Matter of great Importance, why is not 
the Alarm given from the Pulpit; and why 
are the People unwarn'd of their Danger? 
Can a Paſtor ſee his Flock; involv'd in the 
terrible Guilt of Hereſy and Idolatry, and 
leave them undiſturb'd by any Admonition? 
Can he himſelf join with them in ſacred 
Communion, adminiſter to them the holy Sa- 
crament, which he knows they will abuſe 
toidolatrous Purpoſes, and yet never acquaint 
them, that it is a Duty of the higheſt Con- 
cernment, not to pay Divine Worſhip to 
Chriſt as God molt high ? and never explain 
to them what is meant by theſe Words, I 
remembrance. that Chriſt died for thee ; 
which the Communicants generally take in 
this Senſe, that Chriſt dy'd in their ſtead, 
as the Words clearly ſignify 2 Can this to- 
tal Neglect of their People in ſo high a 
Point of Religion, conſiſt with Integrity, 
and the Diſcharge of the Paſtoral Office? 
| Should 
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Should they imagine that their Conduct is 
en. while by this means they hope, 
y degrees, to bring over the Orthodox to 
the Arias Side; then is it plain that, in 
their Judgment, a great Evil may be done, 
and a neceſſary Duty entirely be neglected, 
that Good, in their Opinion, may come of it. 
It is ſaid, the Jeſuits in India comply in 
part with the idolatrous Practices of the 
Heathens, while they ſuppreſs ſeveral impor- 
tant Points of the Cheiltian Religion; and 
alledge, for their Juſtification in fo doing, 
that their Deſign, by ſuch Compliances and 
Conceſſions, is, that they may inſinuate them- 
felves into the Favour of Infidels, and by 
degrees perſuade them to embrace Chriſtia- 
nity. But ſhall Proteſtant Divines imitate 
ſuch an impious and abominable Example ? 
Did the holy Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians once communicate with 
idolatrous Worſhippers, to convert them to 
the Chriſtian Faith? Where is Upright- 
neſs and ancient Integrity! have they ut- 
terly forſaken this Nation ? | 
Loet me now expoſtulate with the Gentle- 
men, who, notwithſtanding, for their own 
rt, they declare for the Orthodox; yet, 
by an unaccountable Humanity and Ten- 
derneſs to the Disbelievers of Chriſt's Deity, 
expreſs a great Concern for their Honour 
and Intereſt, and would by no means re- 
nounce their Communion, for that they 
think is to carry Matters to an unwarranta- 
ble Length, and to ſhew an — 
Blu Dil- 
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Diſpoſition ; and of theſe Gentletnen, there 
is a great Number among us: The firſt Per- 


ſon; that I have heard of, that entertain'd this 


notable Whimſy, and took a Fancy inte His 
Head to reconcile repugnant Principles; and 
bring Contrarieties to an 'amicable Agree- 
ment, was Epiſcopiur; whio undertook to 
take out the Sting and poiſonousTeeth of 4r;- 
aniſm, and preſent us with a tame and harm- 


leſs Hereſy: Odd and peculiar Conceits in 


Theology, have generally been produe'd in the 
Heads of Men of ſuperior Learning, and an 
enterprizing Genius: Perſons of meer Know- 
ledge, clear Reaſon; and folid Judgment, 
never riſe to ſucli Heights in the Regions of 
Chimeras, Phantaſms, and empty Ideas; 


nor ſink with ſuch Agility into the profound — 


Depths of Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies, as 
Scholars of great Erudition, and a 8 
Fancy, without Humility and a modeſt Dif- 
fidence. And now let the Followers of this 


| celebrated Writer reflect on the Load of 


Difficulties; with which their fanciful Hy- 
potheſis is encumber'd; Does not this Doc- 


trine evidently make void the Command of 


Chriſt, concerning the Excluſion of Hereticks? 
If the Adverſaries of Chriſt's Deity are not 
guilty of damnable Hereſy, condeſcend to 
ſhew us what you think is a damnable He- 
reſy? Whether there is, or can be ſuch 4 
Creature in the World as a Heretick; and 
whether you believe this Article of Faith of 
Chriſt's real edge. 3 neceſſary to Salvas 
tion; and if not, w 5 Article is 1 ? 

eg 
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Does not the Epi ſcopian Scheme oblige you 
to hold Communion in Divine Worſhip, 
with ſuch as your Principles condema as Ido- 
laters? Can thoſe meet together in Religi- 
ous Service, who have two Objects of Wor- 
ſhip eſſentially oppoſite; one God moſt High, 


. — 


and one a made Being, a Creature? 
Can you imagine, that the Disbelievers 
of ſueli a fundamental and neceſſary Article 


of Belief ate ev. 5:4 in Hereſy? And if 


they. ate, ſhould they not be excluded from 
Chriſtian Communion with our Churches? 
Do you believe that the Worlhippers of a 
falſe God, ſuch as a made Being is, are not 
Idolaters, and as ſuch ought to be avoided ? 
Or are you convinc'd, that a pretended poli- 
tive Command can nullify the Light of Rea- 
ſon, and aboliſh a Law. of Nature for ever; 
and by this means cover the Arias Wor- 
ſhipper from Impiety? Is it not unwarrant- 
able Candour, and unreaſonable Moderation, 
to enterta in a Heretick in our Churches, and 
careſs the Viper in our Boſom, notwith- 
ſtanding/ ſuch Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion 
is condemn'd by the Laws of the Geſpel? 
Is not this an Attempt, to conſolidate the 
greateſt Abſurdities, to ineorporate, in the 
ſame Compoſit ion, the moſt repugnant and 
incompatible Ingredients, and 'compromiſe 
the Difference between oppoſite Ideas, that 
deſtroy” one another >. This, Gentlemen, is 
no light Matter; it is a Point of the higheſt 
Toe unde as affecting the Vitals of Chri- 
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lanuy and eternal Salvation: and therefore 
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both the Dignity and Importance of the Sub- 
ject of this Expoſtulation, ſhould prevail with 
you, to take it into your ſerious and impar- 
tial Conſideration, that you may be ftirr'd 
up to withſtand, and attack with Vigour, 
the formidable Power of the Arianzing 
Adverſary. N eee 
If impending Dangers threaten the Com- 
monwealth with Deſtruction, while a ſerpen. 
tine Brood of Atheiſts, Unbelievers, Free- 
Thinkers and Hereticks, whoſe Anti-ſcrip« 
tural Doctrines ſhake the very Foundations 
of Chriſtianity, wind themſelves into Fami- 
lies, llide into Company, and mingle with - 

Varieties of Converſation, where they ſhed 
their Venom, and propagate their pernici- 


ous Opinions: Is it not time for all Ortho. 


dox Chriſtians to look about them, to lend 
their helping Hand, and uſe theit utmoſt En- 
dea vours to ſtop the Progreſs,” and prevent 
the fad Conſequences of ſuch prevailing Er- 
rors? If a dreadful Fire breaks our in a 
Town by Night, thro the Careleſſneſs of the 
Watchmen, or the Wickedneſs of malicious 
Enemies; ſhould not every Man, that ob- 
ſerves it, ſpread the Outcry, rouſe up his 
ſleeping Neighbours, and do all that is in hi 
Power, to prevent the ſad Effects of a gene; 
ral Conflagration? If the Sea ſwells, and, 
driven by Storms and Tempeſts, overflows 
its Banks, and the Fences rais'd to oppoſe its 
Fury; and, with à ſpreading Deluge, ſweeps 
away Flocks, Herds, and Houles in its 
Courſe; would not every Man be — 
2 le 
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bie char aw it; and ſtood Wich a ſedate and 
F  yljconcern'd Indifference, and thok no Cate 
to ſtop the Torrent ready to lay he Land 
Paſte and deſolate ?- In ſuch Caſes A uni. 
verſal Danger, it is every Man's Duty and 
Intereſt; to exert his utmoſt Wigour to e 
his Country: And this is plainly che Cafe; 

- _ Inxreſpe& of impious Principles, that become 
5 rife and i 1mpudent among us. 1 
Ho deffrable is it in ſuch Ciroumſtances; 
that thoſe Numbers of our Orthodox Clergy 

| Who are Men of diſtinguiſh'd Learning, able 
in Diſputation, and net encumbe Wirk 
„ buſy Life; and whoſe Duty it is to fland in 
* Gap, and oꝑppoſe the Eneroachments of a 
pesicious Herefy; would beſtir themſel ves“ 
Zack follow the Example of ſeveral excellent 
Priters 7 the learned Dr. Mater lau, the 
Decleious Earl of Notringbau, the acute Dr. 
Knight, Who have ſignaliz d themſelves in 
this 8 bravely deſended the Or 
thodox Faith, and led in triumph the Cham - 
Pions of the Arian Philiftines, that defy d 
* the Armies of Chriſt, the living God.;. beſides 
many others, as well Diſſenters as Chuck: 
men, Who: have engag'd f in this honourable 
- Cauſe, fought -a 00d Hight, and covers 
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